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Ross Lesson 39, Geminate Weak Verbs LECTURE NOTES 
1. Introduction to Geminate Verbs (Ross 39.1) 

1.1. Hebrew has a number of verbs whose R-2 and R-3 are identical. 
They are called Geminate verbs. What does Gemini mean? (Think: 
constellations.) How were the space missions Mercury, Gemini, and 
Apollo different from one another? 
 
1.2. Basic problem: While these verbs have 3 consonantal roots, as does 
the normal strong verb, there is a tendency to collapse R-2 and R-3 to 
form a monosyllable for the verbal core (instead of two syllables). The twin consonants are 
written only once, but whenever verbal inflections are added a DF will drop in to remind us 
that the single consonant really represents twin consonants—R-2 and R-3. NOTE: 
Whenever Geminates monosyllabicize, they behave similarly to Hollow verbs, who 
naturally have a monosyllabic core due to just the two roots. And, like Hollows, inflectional 
prefixes will usually be OPEN and have a LONG vowel, but they will reduce to VS in 
O/PPT position. We’ll see this below. 
 
2. Behavior of Geminates (Ross 39.2): 

2.1. Tendency toward forming a monosyllable in the verbal core. 
 

Root  תמם  קלל סבב  סבב  סבב  סבב 

Qal Pft  בּוּ  סָבֲבוּ  סַב  סָבַב  תַּם קַל סַ֫

Gloss he went 
around 

he went 
around 

they went 
around 

they went 
around 

he was 
(s)light 

he was 
complete 

 
 
2.2. When Geminates monosyllabicize, R-2 and R-3 are written once and considered 
“doubled” or “strengthened” with DF.  NOTE: 
 

Uninflected (zero-ending) forms cannot put DF in a final consonant! So, 
 

בּוּ but ,(ב implied DF in) סַב  (with inflectional ending ב DF settles down in) סַ֫
 
 
2.3. When Geminates add verbal inflections that are consonantal endings, they use 
helping vowels after the doubled root consonant. This applies to all stems except the 
ones that normally double R-2 as part of the stem morphology (Piel, Pual, Hithp). 
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2.3.1. The perfect/suffix conjugation: ֹו helping vowel before cons. ending. 

Root  קלל קלל סבב  סבב  סבב 

Pft 2ms  ָהֱקִלּ֫וֹתָ  קַלּ֫וֹתָ  הֲסִבּ֫וֹתָ  נְסַבּ֫וֹתָ  סַבּ֫וֹת 

Gloss Q. you 
went 
around 

Ni. you 
doubled 
back 

Hi. you 
brought 
around 

Q. you 
were light 
 

Hi. you 
despised 
 

2.3.2. The imperfect/prefix conjugation (and those conjugations built off of it): י◌ֶ 
helping vowel before cons. ending. 

 סבב  סבב  סבב  סבב  סבב  סבב 

בּוּ  יָסבֹ  ינָה  תָּסֹ֫ ינָה  תְּסֻבֶּ֫ ינָה  סֻבֶּ֫ ינָה  תִּסַּבֶּ֫  תְּסִבֶּ֫

Q. Impf 3ms Q. Impf 2mp Q. Impf 2fp Q. Impv 2fp Ni. Impf 2fp Hi. Impf 2fp 

he will go 
around 

you will go 
around 

y’all will go 
around 

Go around! y’all will 
double back/ 
be turned 
over 

y’all will  
bring around 

3. Representative forms (Ross 39.2, 39.5–39.8) 

 

  Qal  
Active 

Qal  
Stative 

Niphal 
 

Piel 
 

Hiphil 
 

Hophal 
 

 סבב  סבב  הלל סבב  קלל סבב   

Pft 3ms 
 סָבַב 
 סַב 

 הוּסַב  הֵסֵב  הִלֵּל נָסַב  קַל

 3fs 
 סָבֲבָה 
בָּה   סַ֫

לָּה  בָּ  קַ֫ בָּה  הִלְּלָה  ה נָסַ֫ בָּה  הֵסֵ֫  הוּסַ֫

 2ms  ָלְתָּ  נְסַבּ֫וֹתָ  קַלּ֫וֹתָ  סַבּ֫וֹת  הוּסַבּ֫וֹתָ  הֲסִבּ֫וֹתָ  הִלַּ֫

 3cp 
 סָבֲבוּ 
בּוּ   סַ֫

לּוּ בּוּ  קַ֫ בּוּ  הִלְּלוּ  נָסַ֫ בּוּ  הֵסֵ֫  הוּסַ֫
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Impf 3ms 
 יָסבֹ 
 ב יִסֹּ

 יוּסַב  יָסֵב  יְהַלֵּל  יִסַּב  יֵקַל

 3mp 
בּוּ   יָסֹ֫

 בּוּ יִסֹּ֫ 
לּוּ  בּוּ  יֵקַ֫ בּוּ  יְהַלְּלוּ  יִסַּ֫  וּ בּ יוּסַ֫  יָסֵ֫

 3/2fp 
ינָה   תְּסֻבֶּ֫

 בְנָה תִּסֹּ֫ 
ינָה  ינָה  תְּקַלֶּ֫ לְנָה  תִּסַּבֶּ֫ ינָה  תְּהַלֵּ֫  ינָה וּסַבֶּ֫ תּ תְּסִבֶּ֫

WCI 3ms  סָב סֶב     וַיָּ֫   וַיָּ֫
Impv 2ms  ֹהָסֵב  הַלֵּל הִסַּב  קַל סב  
 2mp  ּבּו לּוּ סֹ֫ בּוּ  הַלְּלוּ  בּוּ הִסַּ֫  קַ֫   הָסֵ֫
 2fp  ינָה לְנָה  סֻבֶּ֫ ינָה  קַ֫ לְנָה  הִסַּבֶּ֫ ינָה  הַלֵּ֫   הֲסִבֶּ֫
Ptc ms  ב מוּסָ  מֵסֵב מְהַלֵּל נָסָב  קַל סבֵֹב 
 fs  ָמוּסַבָּה  מְסִבָּה  מְהַלְּלָה  ה נְסַבָּ  ה קַלָּ  ה סבְֹב 

Infc 
Infc 

 
+sfx 

 סבֹ 
 סֻבִּי 

 הוּסַב  הָסֵב  הַלֵּל הִסַּב  קלֹ

Infa   הוּסֵב  הָסֵב  הַלּוֹל הִסּוֹב  קָלוֹל סָבוֹב 
 
 

4. Gutteral Irregularities: The Qal of  אָרַר ‘to curse’ and the Hiphil of  רָעַע ‘to do evil’ (Ross 
39.3 and 39.9) 

The problem here is that when Geminates monosyllabicize, the R-2/R-3 letter will double. 
However, we know that the Gutts gang will not allow a DF. Also, we learned in Ross 33 
that when verbs end with a Gutt, the stems that have a ṣere theme vowel will switch to pataḥ 
when there is no inflectional ending. Here are a few examples of these problems (see next 
page). 
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 רעע  סבב  ארר  סבב   
  Qal Qal Hiph Hiph 

Pft 3ms  רַע הֵ  הֵסֵב  אָרַר  סָבַב 
 3fs  בָּה  ה אָרֲרָ  סָבֲבָה עָ הֵ  הֵסֵ֫  ה רֵ֫
 2ms  ָוֹתָ רֵע֫ הֲ  הֲסִבּ֫וֹתָ  תָ אָר֫וֹ סַבּ֫וֹת 

Impf 3ms  ֹיָסֵב  יָאֹר  יָסב 
 יָרַע 
 יָרֵַ� 

 3mp  ּבּו ר יָסֹ֫ בּוּ  וּ יָאֹ֫ עוּ  יָסֵ֫  יָרֵ֫
 3/2fp    ינָה ינָה  תְּסִבֶּ֫  תְּרֵעֶ֫
Impv 2ms    הָרַע  הָסֵב 
 2mp    ּבּו עוּ  הָסֵ֫  הָרֵ֫
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