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Ross Lesson 38: Hollow (II-Waw/II-Yod) Weak Verbs LECTURE NOTES 
1. Intro to “Hollow Verbs” (Ross 38.1) 

1.1. Hebrew has a number of verbs whose middle letter is the semivowel waw or yod (י/ו). 
Since these letters represent vowels, there are only two consonants, so some refer to them as 
biconsonantal verbs. Other (like me) frequently describe them as hollow verbs. Still others as 
middle-waw/yod verbs, or as II-Waw/II-Yod verbs, or as R-2 waw/yod verbs. 
In any case, when you see these verbs, one of two things will have occurred: 

 

1) The semivowel waw or yod (י/ו) has elided and so is missing. 
 

Qal pft 3ms: קָם ‘he arose’ שָׂם ‘he set’ בָּא ‘he entered’ 
 
2) The semivowel has contracted with another vowel and so appears as a mater, marking 
a historically long vowel.  
 

Qal impf 3ms: ּםיָקו  ‘he will arise’ יָשִׂים ‘he will set’ יָבוֹא ‘he will enter’ 
 

1.2 Since the original R-2 waw/yod is missing, Hebrew lexicons use the Qal infc form as the 
lexical form, since the middle letter is always visible in the Qal infc. We will use the 
following Hollow verbs in the chart below: 
 

 Q rise, arise, stand up  קוּם

 Q come, enter בּוֹא

 Q put, place, set שׂוּם  / שִׂים

 Q die מוּת

 Q be ashamed בּוֹשׁ
 
2. Representative forms in the Qal stem. (Ross 38.2–38.4) 

Remember: the ACTIVE (פָּקַד)/STATIVE (ֹכָּבֵד/יָכל) distinction is only a characteristic in 
the Qal stem.  
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  Active/Dynamic Stative 

  II-waw II-waw II-yod II-waw II-waw 

Qal Pft 3ms בּשֹׁ/בּוֹשׁ  מֵת שָׂם בָּא קָם 
 3fs  מָה אָה  קָ֫ מָה  בָּ֫ תָה שָׂ֫  בּ֫וֹשָׁה  מֵ֫
 2ms  ָּמְת אתָ  קַ֫ מְתָּ  בָּ֫ תָּה שַׂ֫ שְׁתָּ  מַ֫  בֹּ֫
 1cs מְתִּי אתִי קַ֫ מְתִּי בָּ֫ תִּי שַׂ֫ שְׁתִּי  מַ֫  בֹּ֫
 3cp ּמו אוּ  קָ֫ מוּ בָּ֫ תוּ שָׂ֫ שׁוּ/בּ֫וֹשׁוּ  מֵ֫  בֹּ֫
 2mp  בָּשְׁתֶּם מַתֶּם  מְתֶּםשַׂ  בָּאתֶם קַמְתֶּם 
 1cp  ּמְנו אנוּ  קַ֫ מְנוּ  בָּ֫ תְנוּ שַׂ֫ שְׁנוּ  מַ֫  בֹּ֫
Qal Impf 3ms  יֵבוֹשׁ  יָמוּת יָשִׂים  יָבוֹא  יָקוּם 
 3fs תֵּבוֹשׁ  תָּמוּת תָּשִׂים תָּבוֹא תָּקוּם 
 2fs ימִי תָּב֫וֹאִי  תָּק֫וּמִי  תֵּב֫וֹשִׁי  תָּמ֫וּתִי תָּשִׂ֫
 1cs אֵבוֹשׁ  אָמוּת אָשִׂים אָבוֹא אָקוּם 
 3mp  ּימוּ  יָב֫וֹאוּ  יָק֫וּמו  יֵב֫וֹשׁוּ  יָמ֫וּתוּ  יָשִׂ֫

 3/2fp  ינָה  תְּקוּמֶ֫
ינָה   תְּבוֹאֶ֫
 תָּב֫וֹאנָה 

ינָה  ינָה  תְּשִׂימֶ֫   תְּמוּתֶ֫

Qal Impv 2ms בּוֹשׁ  מוּת שִׂים בּוֹא קוּם 
 2fs  ימִי  בּ֫וֹאִי  ק֫וּמִי  בּ֫וֹשִׁי  מ֫וּתִי שִׂ֫
 2mp  ּימוּ  בּ֫וֹאוּ  ק֫וּמו  בּ֫וֹשׁוּ  מ֫וּתוּ שִׂ֫
Qal Ptc ms בּשֹׁ/בּוֹשׁ  מֵת שָׂם בָּא קָם 
 fs  ָבּוֹשָׁה  תָהמֵ  מָה שָׂ  בָּאָה  מָה ק 
 mp בּוֹשִׁים  מֵתִים שָׂמִים בָּאִים קָמִים 
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Qal Infc  בּוֹשׁ  מוּת שִׂים בּוֹא קוּם 
Qal Infa  בּוֹשׁ  מוֹת שׂוֹם בּוֹא קוֹם 

 
Comments: 
 
Qal Impf: notice the helping vowel in 3fp/2fp! Also, note that the prefix vowel is long-
A/qameṣ, but this vowel will reduce to VS when stress shifts toward the end, leaving it 
O/PPT. Note: this reduction to VS also occurs when pron. suffixes are attached directly 
to the verb: 
 

שִׂימְ� יְ  ’he will set‘ יָשִׂים    ‘he will set you’ (+ 2ms sfx) 
 

Qal Impv: take the Impf, chop off the head (prefix), and you’ve got the Impv! The only 
exception here is that the Qal Impv 2fp does not retain the helping vowel of the Impf 
and instead takes a tone-long vowel with R-1:   

 

ינָה   מְנָה  You will arise’, BUT‘ תְּקוּמֶ֫  ’!Arise (women)‘ קֹ֫
 

ינָה   מְנָה  You will put’, BUT‘ תְּשִׂימֶ֫  ’!Put (women)‘ שֵׂ֫
 

 
Qal Ptc: notice that Ptc ms is identical to Pft 3ms; but Ptc fs differs from Pft 3fs by 
accent. Compare the following: 
 

Qal pft  מָה׃  הָאִישׁ קָם׃  הָאִשָּׁה קָ֫

Qal ptc  הָאִשָּׁה הַקָּמָה׃  הָאִישׁ הַקָּם׃ 
 
Qal Infc: Identical to the uninflected Impv form. However, when pron. suffixes are 
added, the stress moves to the end, both II-waw and II-yod take the šureq vowel: 
 

 (שִׂימִי not) ’my (act of) putting‘ שׂוּמִי  ’my (act of) arising‘ קוּמִי 
 

Qal Impf/Juss/WCI: As you saw above, in Qal Impf the II-waw verb shows a U-class 

theme vowel (ּו), while the II-yod shows an I-class theme vowel (י◌ִ). When the Jussive 
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and the WCI/wayyiqtol is formed, each type retains its vowel class, but slides down the 
length scale that you learned in the historical vowel chart. 

 

Qal II-waw  II-yod  Theme 
vowel 

Impf 3ms  יָקוּם he will arise  יָשִׂים he will set Hist. Long 

Juss 3ms ֹיָקם let him arise יָשֵׂם let him set Tone Long 

WCI/wayy 
3ms קָם שֶׂם he arose וַיָּ֫  he set Tone Short וַיָּ֫

 
Note that for the wci form, the stress retracts (moves backward toward the front, landing on 
the prefix syllable), leaving the final syllable closed and unaccented. The CUSS rule, 
therefore, requires the tone long vowel to become tone short! 
 
3. Niphal of Hollow Verbs (Ross 38.6) 

3.1. Niphal prefix-נ forms: Pft and Ptc. 
 
Recall that in other weak verbs like I-yod and I-waw, whenever apheresis or 
contraction of R-1 occurs after a prefix, leaving only 2 verbal root, the prefix 
consonant is going to be OPEN and the vowel will be LONG: 
 

ביֵשֵׁ  יִיטַב  נוֹלַד  הוֹשִׁיב    

 
This is also the case also with the Niph Pft and Ptc (as well as all Hiph and Hoph 
forms!). The prefix vowel is long-A/Qameṣ, and the theme vowel is ḥolem-waw. 
With consonantal suffixes, the prefix vowel reduces to VS in O/PPT syllable, an 
additional ḥolem-waw helping vowel is used, and the theme vowel alternates 
between ḥolem-waw and šureq. [See chart below.] 
 

3.2. Niphal prefix-ה and NUTTY-prefix forms 
These forms employ all the prefix consonants you learned for the Niphal Strong 
Verb, with the characteristic I-class prefix vowels and DF in R-1. However, the 
theme vowel is ḥolem-waw (instead of the typical  ◌ֵ◌ָ vowel sequence). [See chart 
below.]  
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NIPH  Strong Verb Hollow Verb 

Pft  3ms  נָקוֹם  נִפְקַד 

 3fs  נָק֫וֹמָה  נִפְקְדָה 

 2ms  ַ֫דְתָּ נִפְק  נְקוּמ֫וֹתָ  

 2mp  מוֹתֶםנְקֹ  נִפְקַדְתֶּם  

Ptc ms  ָד נִפְק  נָקוֹם  

 fs  ָדָה נִפְק  נְקוֹמָה  

Impf  3ms  יִקּוֹם יִפָּקֵד 
 3/2fp  ַ֫דְנָה תִּפָּק ינָה    תִּקּוֹמֶ֫
Wci 3ms  קּוֹםוַיִּ  וַיִּפָּקֵד  
Juss 3ms  יִקּוֹם יִפָּקֵד 
Impv 2ms  הִקּוֹם  הִפָּקֵד 
 2mp  ּקְדו  הִקּ֫וֹמוּ  הִפָּֽ
Infc   הִקּוֹם  הִפָּקֵד 
Infa   הִקּוֹם  נִפְקוֹד/הִפָּקוֹד 

 
4. Hiphil and Hophal of Hollow Verbs (Ross 38.7–38.9) 

These forms employ all the characteristic prefix consonants you learned for the Hiphil and 
Hophal Strong Verb. However, since there are only 2 consonantal roots instead of 3, the 
prefixes will not form a closed syllable (as with Qal Impf, Niph Pft/Ptc) and instead will be 
OPEN and LONG (either ṣere or qameṣ—see below). Since these vowels are changeable, 
they will reduce to VS when in O/PPT position. [See chart below.] 

 
  HIPHIL HOPHAL 
  Strong Verb Hollow Verb Strong Verb Hollow Verb 

Pft  3ms  הוּקַם  הָפְקַד  הֵקִים  הִפְקִיד 
 3fs  ידָה ימָה  הִפְקִ֫    הֵקִ֫
 2mp  ִפְקַדְתֶּם ה    הֲקִימוֹתֶם  
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Impf  3ms  יוּקַם  יָפְקַד  יָקִים  יַפְקִיד 
 3/2fp  דְנָה ינָה  תַּפְקֵ֫    תְּקִימֶ֫
Wci 3ms  קֶם וַיַּפְקֵד  וַיּוּקַם  וַיָּפְקַד  וַיָּ֫
Juss 3ms  יוּקַם  יָפְקַד  יָקֵם יַפְקֵד 
Impv 2ms  הָקֵם  הַפְקֵד   
 2mp  ּידו ימוּ  חַפְקִ֫    הָקִ֫
Ptc ms  מוּקָם מָפְקָד מֵקִים מַפְקִיד 
 fs  מְקִימָה  מַפְקִידָה   
Infc   הוּקַם  הָפְקַד  הָקִים  הַפְקִיד 
Infa   הוּקֵם  הָפְקֵד  הָקֵם  הַפְקֵד 

 
5. The Hollow/III-Gutt Verb  �ַּנו in the Hiphil (Ross 38.10) 

This verb behaves like other III-Gutt verbs in the Hiphil (where theme vowel ḥireq-yod 
is followed by furtive pataḥ under R-3, or theme vowel ṣere becomes pataḥ before R-3 
gutteral). In addition, this verb follows an alternate prefixing pattern (where instead of 
the prefix consonant forming an OPEN/LONG syllable, we see DF in R-1 and the 
prefix consonant forms a CLOSED syllable). The semantics of the verb depends on the 
formation pattern:  
 

HIPHIL Pattern A Gloss Pattern B Gloss 

Pft 3ms  �ַהֵנִי he caused X to rest  ִיַ� נִּ ה  he set X down 

Impf 3ms  �ַיָנִי he will cause X to rest  ַיַ� נִּ י  he will set X down 

Juss 3ms  יָנַח let him cause X to rest  ַח נַּ י  let him set X down 
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