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Ross Lesson 37: Doubly Weak Verbs LECTURE NOTES 
1. Intro to Doubly Weak Verbs (Ross 37.1) 

1.1 The verbs in this chapter are the sickest of all the weak verbs, because they are not just weak on 
the front end (R1) or on the back end (R3). They are weak on both ends! These verbs are called 
“Doubly Weak” verbs, since the weak root letter is found in two places. However, there is good 
news! Basically, this chapter is a review chapter of Lessons 32-36 since the weaknesses we will see 
in R1 were already discussed in 32-35 (I-Gutt/I-Nun/I-Yod/Waw), and the weaknesses of R3 were 
already discussed in 36 (III-Hē). Now for 37, both sorts of weakness occur in the same verb. When 
the weakness occurred only in, say R1, we had the benefit of the back end of the verb being normal 
(and so the theme vowel could help identify the form); here, we have to do just a little more 
detective work because as III-Hē verbs, the doubly weak verb’s theme vowel will be obscured, on 
top of R1 possibly looking different (through needing different vowel-pointing due to R1-
gutterals, or assimilation of R1-nun, or apheresis of R1-nun or R1-waw). But it’s not 
insurmountable!  

2. I-Gutt and III-Hē Verbs (Ross 37.2) 

Below I have listed 4 columns (R-to-L): the strong verb, typical I-Gutt verbs, typical III-Hē verbs, 
and the Doubly Weak verbs having both I-Gutt and III-Hē. Seeing that the doubly weak verb 
simply combines the front of one with the back of the other can be helpful.  

2.1 Qal forms 

   
I-Gutt + III-Hē 

 (’to ascend‘ עלה)
III-Hē 

 (’to reveal‘ גלה)
I-Gutt 

 (’to stand‘ עמד)
Strong 

 (’to visit‘ פקד)
Qal pft 3ms  פָּקַד  עָמַד גָּלָה  עָלָה 
Qal pft 3fs  ָֽלְתָה ע לְתָה   מְדָה  גָּֽ קְדָה  עָֽ  פָּֽ
Qal pft 2mp  ֲםיתֶ לִ ע םיתֶ לִ גְּ    פְּקַדְתֶּם עֲמַדְתֶּם 
Qal impf 3ms  ֲה לֶ יַע ה יִגְלֶ    יִפְקדֹ  יַעֲמֹד  
Qal impf 2fs  ֲלִיתַּע  תִּפְקְדִי  תַּעַמְדִי  תִּגְלִי 
Qal impf 3fp  ֲינָה לֶ֫ תַּע ינָה תִּגְלֶ֫   דְנָה   דְנָה  תַּעֲמֹ֫  תִּפְקֹ֫
Qal wci 3ms עַל גֶליִּ֫ וַ  וַיַּ֫  וַיִּפְקדֹ  וַיַּעֲמֹד  
Qal wci 3fs עַל גֶלתִּ֫ וַ  וַתַּ֫  וַתִּפְקדֹ  וַתַּעֲמֹד 
Qal juss 3ms  עַל גֶל יִ֫  יַ֫  יִפְקדֹ  יַעֲמֹד  
Qal juss 3fs עַל גֶלתִּ֫  תַּ֫  תִּפְקדֹ תַּעֲמֹד 
Qal coh 1cs  ֶלֶה עֱ א  אֶפְקְדָה  אֶעֶמְדָה  אֶגְלֶה  
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Qal coh 1cp  ֲלֶה נַע גְלֶה נִ    נִפְקְדָה  נַעַמְדָה  
Qal impv 2ms  פְּקדֹ  עֲמֹד גְּלֵה  עֲלֵה 
Qal impv 2mp  ּפִּקְדוּ  עִמְדוּ  גְּלוּ  עֲלו 
Qal ptc ms  קֵד פֹּ  עמֵֹד גֹּלֶה  עלֶֹה  
Qal ptc fs  פֹּקְדָה  עמְֹדָה  גֹּלָה  עלָֹה 
דֶת      דֶת or עמֶֹ֫  or פֹּקֶ֫
Qal infa  פְּקדֹ  עֲמֹד גְּלוֹת עֲלוֹת 

2.2 Hiphil forms 

   
I-Gutt + III-Hē 

 Hi ‘to bring עלה)
up’) 

III-Hē 

 (’Hi ‘to exile גלה)
I-Gutt 

 Hi ‘to cause עמד)
to stand’) 

Strong 

 Hi ‘to cause פקד)
to visit’) 

Hi pft 3ms  הִפְקִיד  הֶעֱמִיד  הִגְלָה  הֶעֱלָה 
Hi impf 3ms  ֲה לֶ יַע  יַפְקִיד  יַעֲמִיד  יַגְלֶה  
Hi  wci 3ms עַל גֶליֶּ֫ וַ  וַיַּ֫  וַיַּפְקֵד  וַיַּעֲמֵד  
Hi juss 3ms  עַל גֶל יֶ֫  יַ֫  יַפְקֵד  יַעֲמֵד  
Hi coh 1cs  ֲלֶה אַע ידָה  אַגְלֶה   ידָה  אַעֲמִ֫  אַפְקִ֫
Hi impv 2ms  הַפְקֵד  הַעֲמֵד  הַגְלֵה  הַעֲלֵה 
עַל        or הַ֫
Hi ptc ms  גְלֶה מַ  מַעֲלֶה  מַפְקִיד  מַעֲמִיד  
Hi infc   הַפְקִיד  הַעֲמִיד  הַגְלוֹת  הַעֲלוֹת 
Hi infa   הַפְקֵד  הַעֲמֵד  הַגְלֵה  הַעֲלֵה 

Note the problem of ambiguity between the Qal and Hi impf/wci/juss forms of עלה: 

 Qal Gloss Hiphil Gloss 
Impf 3ms  ֲה לֶ יַע  he will go up  ֲה לֶ יַע  he will bring up 

Wci 3ms עַל עַל he went up (and) וַיַּ֫  he brought up (and) וַיַּ֫

Juss 3ms  עַל עַל  let him go up יַ֫  let him bring up יַ֫
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3. Qal forms of  הָיָה ‘to be’ and  חָיָה ‘to live’. (Ross 37.3) 

These verbs are both I-Gutt and III-Hē, but there are a few places where their forms look unusual. 
Here is just a sampling of forms for הָיָה ‘to be’ (for the most part, just switch the ה for a  ח to see 

what would be the corresponding form of חָיָה ‘to live’). 
 
Stem Conj PG# Form Gloss 
Qal pft 3ms  הָיָה he was 
Qal pft 3fs  יְתָה  she was הָֽ
Qal pft 1cs  יתִי  I was הָיִ֫
Qal impf 3ms  יִהְיֶה he will be 

Qal impf 3fs  תִּהְיֶה she will be 
Qal impf 2fs  תִּהְיִי you will be 
Qal impf 1cs  אֶהְיֶה I will be 
Qal wci 3ms  וַיְהִי (and) he was 
Qal wci 3fs  וַתְּהִי (and) she was 
Qal juss 3ms  יְהִי let X be,  
 or let there be X יֶהִי   

Qal impv 2ms  הֱיֵה Be! 

  or הְיֵה   

Qal infc   הֱיוֹת to be 
Qal infa   ֹהָיה to be 
  or הָיוֹ   

 
 
4. I-Nun and III-Hē Verbs (Ross 37.4) 

These doubly weak verbs undergo Assimilation problems on the front end with R1 (when R1-
nun closes a syllable with a prefix cons.); the back end suffers from the III-Hē weaknesses we’ve 
been seeing.  

 
4.1 Qal: This stem is illustrated with the verb נָטָה ‘to extend, stretch out’.  
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I-Nun + III-Hē 

 (’to extend, stretch out‘ נָטָה)
III-Hē 

 (’to reveal‘ גלה)
Qal pft 3ms  גָּלָה  נָטָה 

Qal pft 3fs  ָֽתָה טְ נ לְתָה    גָּֽ

Qal pft 2ms  ִ֫יתָ נָט יתָ לִ֫ גָּ    

Qal impf 3ms  ה יִגְלֶ  יִטֶּה  
Qal impf 2fs  ִּי תִּט  תִּגְלִי 

Qal impf 3fp  ֶּ֫ינָה תִּט ינָה תִּגְלֶ֫    

Qal wci 3ms  גֶליִּ֫ וַ  וַיֵּט  

Qal wci 3fs גֶלתִּ֫ וַ  וַתֵּט  

Qal juss 3ms  גֶל יִ֫  יֵט  

Qal juss 3fs גֶלתִּ֫  תֵּט  

Qal juss 3mp  ּוּ לגְ יִ  יִטּו  

Qal impv 2ms  גְּלֵה  נְטֵה 

Qal impv 2mp  ּגְּלוּ  נְטו 

Qal infc   גְּלוֹת נְטוֹת 
 
4.2 Hiphil: This stem is illustrated with the verb נָכָה Hi: ‘to attack’. 
 

   
I-Nun + III-Hē 

 (’Hi: ‘to attack נָכָה)
III-Hē 

 (’Hi ‘to exile גלה)
Hi pft 3ms  ִה כָּ ה  הִגְלָה  

Hi impf 3ms  ַה כֶּ י  יַגְלֶה  
Hi  wci 3ms  � ַּגֶליֶּ֫ וַ  וַ י  

Hi juss 3ms  � ַגֶל יֶ֫  י  
Hi coh 1cs  ַהכֶּ א  אַגְלֶה  

Hi impv 2ms  ַה כֵּ ה  הַגְלֵה  

  or הַ�   
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Hi ptc ms גְלֶה מַ  מַ כֶּ ה  

Hi infc   ַוֹתכּה  הַגְלוֹת  

Hi infa   ַה כֵּ ה  הַגְלֵה  
 
5. I-Waw and III-Hē Verbs (Ross 37.5) 

These doubly weak verbs show the same problems on the front end as originally I-Waw verbs 
(usually R1 is missing, suffering apheresis in the Qal, and showing up as mater-waw in other 
stems). As with the other doubly weak verbs, the back end suffers from the III-Hē weaknesses 
we’ve been seeing. We will show the paradigm for the HIPHIL stem of these types of verbs using 

 .’Hi ‘to teach, point, show ירה
 

   
I-Waw + III-Hē 

 ,Hi ‘to teach ירה)
point, show’) 

I-Waw 

 Hi ‘to bring יָרַד)
down’) 

Hi pft 3ms ה וֹרָ ה וֹרִיד ה   

Hi impf 3ms  ֶה יוֹר וֹרִיד י   

Hi  wci 3ms  ַוֹר יּו וֹרֵד יּוַ    

Hi juss 3ms וֹר י וֹרֵד י   
Hi coh 1cs ה וֹרֶ א ידָה א  וֹרִ֫  

Hi impv 2ms וֹרֵה ה  הוֹרֵד  

Hi ptc ms  ֶה מוֹר  מוֹרִיד  

Hi infc  וֹת וֹרה וֹרִיד ה   

Hi infa  וֹרֵה ה  הוֹרֵד  
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