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Ross Lesson 36: III-Hē Weak Verbs LECTURE NOTES 
1. Intro to III-Hē Verbs (Ross 36.1) 

1.1 In this chapter we meet verbs whose weakness is not on the front end (R1), but on the back end 
(R3)! These verbs are called III-Hē verbs because their lexical forms end with the mater-ה, as in גָּלָה 

‘he uncovered/revealed’ (no mappiq, compared to a verb like ּגָּבַה ‘he/it was high’ where R3 is a 

consonant- ה). Thus, the ה in R3-position is not really a root letter (since it’s not a consonant); the 
real R3 letter was probably originally YOD or even WAW. Either way, with III-Hē verbs, we only 
see R1 and R2, and original R3-yod appears most frequently as a mater-yod, rarely as a consonant-
yod (or waw, if R3 was originally waw). 

יתִי  Qal pft 1cs גלה   I uncovered/revealed גָּלִ֫

 uncovered/revealed גָּלוּי  Qal pass. ptc ms גלה 

 he was at ease שָׁלֵו Qal pft 3ms שׁלה 

1.2. III-Hē Inflectional Patterns. 

1.2.1 With NO Inflectional Endings: 

III-Hē verbs show a remarkable uniformity throughout the 7 stems’ conjugation patterns when 
that conjugation pattern has NO inflectional ending (zero-ending). The R1 vowel will look just 
like it does in any of the verbal stems. The R2 vowel (theme vowel) will not! The following 
uninflected endings for III-Hē verbs is added to R2. Note: these uninflected III-Hē endings 
apply to ALL STEMS (and so you cannot depend on the theme vowel to parse the stem—look 
at the front end since the back end is weak!). 

Hint: pull out your handout with the inflectional prefixes and suffixes of Hebrew verbs to see 
where the inflectional ending is zero. 

Conjugation Pattern Uninflected Forms III-Hē Ending Qal form (sample) 

Perfect  -ה◌ָ   

Imperfect  -ה◌ֶ   

Imperative  -ה◌ֵ   

Participle   -ה◌ֶ   

Infinitive Cst  וֹת-  

Infinitive Abs   - ֹ◌ה  or   -ה◌ֵ   
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Compare these uninflected III-Hē forms with your paradigm below and see the consistency 
throughout the 7 stems. 

 
1.2.2 With VOCALIC Inflectional Endings: 
 

Review your inflections handout: where do you see vocalic endings? 

1.2.2.1 Generally: Remove the uninflected form’s mater-ה vowel and add the vocalic ending 

to the remaining R2 consonant. (Since the final ה is a mater and not a consonant, you 
cannot add vowels to it.) 

Uninflected basic 
form 

Remove mater-  
 vowel ה 

Add vocalic 
inflection to R2 

Gloss 

 Qal pft 3cp they uncovered גָּלוּ גָּל- Qal pft 3ms גָּלָה

 Qal impf 3mp they will uncover יִגְלוּ יִגְל- Qal impf 3ms יִגְלֶה

1.2.2.2 However, the Pft 3fs vocalic ending is slightly different: Remove the uninflected 
form’s mater-ה vowel, add VS under R2, and then add a fem. sing. ת (as if it were R3) along 

with the 3fs ה◌ָ vocalic ending to the ת. 

Uninflected basic 
Pft form 

Remove mater-  
 vowel ה

Add  תָה◌ְ to R2 Gloss 

תָהלְ גָּֽ  גָּל- Qal pft 3ms גָּלָה  Qal pft 3fs she uncovered 

הגְלָ נִ   Ni pft 3ms - גְלנִ   התָ גְלְ נִ    Ni pft 3fs she was uncovered 

 
So, how do the Pft 3ms and Pft 3fs forms look the same? 
 
How will you be able to tell the difference? 
 

1.2.3 With CONSONANTAL Inflectional Endings: 
 

Review your inflections handout: where do you see consonantal endings? 
 

In order to add consonantal endings, remove the uninflected form’s mater-ה vowel, insert a 
helping vowel (with mater-yod) under R2, then add the consonantal ending. R2 will take 

the stress (unless the consonantal ending is heavy— תֶּם /-תֶּן-). NOTE: the choice of helping 
vowel depends on the following: 
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Perfect (suffix) Conjugation: 

Active Stems (Qal, Pi, Hi) and Hithp: י◌ִ- 

Passive Stems (Ni, Pu, Ho): י◌ֵ- 
 
Imperfect (prefix) Conjugations (and those using the prefix system: WCI, juss, coh, 
impv): 

ALL Stems: י◌ֶ- 
 

2. Paradigm of sample forms of  גָּלָה (Qal: to uncover, reveal’; Pi ‘to uncover’; Hi ‘to lead into exile’) 
(Ross 36.2 & 36.4) 

 
 Qal Ni Pi Pu Hithp Hi Ho 

PFT        
3ms  הָגְלָה  הִגְלָה  הִתְגַּלָּה  גֻּלָּה  גִּלָּה  נִגְלָה  גָּלָה 
3fs  לְתָה  הָגְלְתָה  הִגְלְתָה  הִתְגַּלְּתָה  גֻּלְּתָה  גִּלְּתָה  נִגְלְתָה  גָּֽ
2ms  ִ֫יתָ גָּל יתָ נִגְלֵ֫   יתָ גִּלִּ֫   יתָ גֻּלֵּ֫   יתָ הִתְגַּלִּ֫   יתָ הִגְלִ֫   יתָ הָגְלֵ֫    
2fs הָגְלֵית  הִגְלִית  הִתְגַּלִּית  גֻּלֵית גִּלִּית נִגְלֵית  גָּלִית 
1cs  ִ֫יתִי גָּל יתִי נִגְלֵ֫   יתִי גִּלִּ֫   יתִי גֻּלֵּ֫   יתִי הִתְגַּלִּ֫   יתִי הִגְלִ֫   יתִי הָגְלֵ֫    
3cp 
etc. וּ גָּל וּ נִגְל  וּ גִּלּ  וּ גֻּלּ  וּ הִתְגַּלּ  וּ הִגְל  וּ הָגְל   

IMPF        
3ms  יָגְלֶה  יַגְלֶה  יִתְגַּלֶּה  יְגֻלֶּה  יְגַלֶּה  יִגָּלֶה  יִגְלֶה 
3fs  תָּגְלֶה  תַּגְלֶה  תִּתְגַּלֶּה תְּגֻלֶּה  תְּגַלֶּה  תִּגָּלֶה  תִּגְלֶה 
2ms  תָּגְלֶה  תַּגְלֶה  תִּתְגַּלֶּה תְּגֻלֶּה  תְּגַלֶּה  תִּגָּלֶה  תִּגְלֶה 
2fs תָּגְלִי תַּגְלִי תִּתְגַּלִּי תְּגֻלִּי תְּגַלִּי תִּגָּלִי תִּגְלִי 
1cs  אָגְלֶה  אַגְלֶה  אֶתְגַּלֶּה אֲגֻלֶּה  אֲגַלֶּה  אֶגָּלֶה  אֶגְלֶה 
3mp  ּיָגְלוּ  יַגְלוּ  יִתְגַּלּוּ  יְגֻלּוּ  יְגַלּוּ  יִגָּלוּ  יִגְלו 
3fp  ֶ֫ינָה תִּגְל ינָה תִּגָּלֶ֫   ינָה תְּגַלֶּ֫   ינָה תְּגֻלֶּ֫   ינָה תִּתְגַּלֶּ֫   ינָה תַּגְלֶ֫   ינָה תָּגְלֶ֫    
2mp ּתָּגְלוּ תַּגְלוּ תִּתְגַּלּוּ תְּגֻלּוּ תְּגַלּוּ תִּגָּלוּ תִּגְלו 
2fp  ֶ֫ינָה תִּגְל ינָה תִּגָּלֶ֫   ינָה תְּגַלֶּ֫   ינָה תְּגֻלֶּ֫   ינָה תִּתְגַּלֶּ֫   ינָה תַּגְלֶ֫   ינָה תָּגְלֶ֫    
1cp  נָגְלֶה  נַגְלֶה  נִתְגַּלֶּה  נְגֻלֶּה  נְגַלֶּה  נִגָּלֶה  נִגְלֶה 
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WCI        
3ms  ַגֶליִּ֫ ו גָּליִּ וַ   גַליְּ וַ   לגֻ יְּ וַ   תְגַּליִּ וַ   גֶליֶּ֫ וַ     
3fs 
etc.  ִּ֫גֶלוַת גָּלוַתִּ   גַלוַתְּ   לגֻ וַתְּ   תְגַּלוַתִּ   גֶלוַתֶּ֫     

JUSS        
3ms  ִ֫גֶל י ל יְגֻ  יְגַל  יִגָּל   גֶל יֶ֫  יִתְגַּל    
3fs 
etc.  ִּ֫גֶלת גָּלתִּ   גַלתְּ   לגֻ תְּ   תְגַּלתִּ   גֶלתֶּ֫     

COH        
1cs 
etc.  אָגְלֶה  אַגְלֶה  אֶתְגַּלֶּה אֲגֻלֶּה  אֲגַלֶּה  אֶגָּלֶה  אֶגְלֶה 

IMPV        
2ms  הַגְלֵה  הִתְגַּלֵּה   גַלֵּה  הִגָּלֵה  גְּלֵה  
2fs  הַגְלִי  הִתְגַּלִּי   גַלִּי  הִגָּלִי  גְּלִי  
2mp  ּהַגְלוּ  הִתְגַּלּוּ   גַלּוּ  הִגָּלוּ  גְּלו  
2fp  ֶ֫ינָה גְּל ינָה הִגָּלֶ֫   ינָה גַלֶּ֫   ינָה הִתְגַּלֶּ֫    ינָה הַגְלֶ֫     

PTC        
ms  מָגְלֶה  מַגְלֶה  מִתְגַּלֶּה מְגֻלֶּה  מְגַלֶּה  נִגְלֶה  גֹּלֶה 
fs  ָה גֹּל ה נִגְלָ   ה מְגַלָּ   ה מְגֻלָּ   המִתְגַּלָּ   ה מַגְלָ   ה מָגְלָ    
mp  ִיםגֹּל ים נִגְלִ   יםמְגַלִּ   יםמְגֻלִּ   יםמִתְגַּלִּ   יםמַגְלִ   יםמָגְלִ    
fp וֹתגֹּל וֹת נִגְל  וֹתמְגַלּ  וֹתמְגֻלּ  וֹתמִתְגַּלּ  וֹתמַגְל  וֹתמָגְל   
        

INFC הָגְלוֹת  הַגְלוֹת  הִתְגַּלּוֹת  גֻּלּוֹת גַּלּוֹת הִגָּלוֹת  גְּלוֹת 
INFA  ה גַּ� נִגְ�ה  גָּ�ה  הָגְלֵה  הַגְלֵה  הִתְגַּלֵּה  גֻּ�ה  

 
 
3. III-Hē Verbs and “Apocopation” (Short Forms) (Ross 36.2.1 & 36.5) 

 
3.1 The III-Hē verb in the Qal Impf exhibits a normal “long” form:  יִבְנֶה (‘he will build’, from 

 However, in the Juss and Wci forms, the form is “apocopated” (that is, the ending is cut off)  .(בָּנָה

and so becomes a “short form”:  בֶן בֶןוַיִּ֫  and (’let him build‘) יִ֫  (‘and he built’). 
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3.2 In the Qal Jussive and Qal wci, there are four possible vowel patterns for the apocopated forms, 
depending on which prefix vowel is used, and depending on whether there is a helping vowel 
under R1 or not.  In the Hiphil Jussive and Hiphil wci, there are two possible vowel patterns.  See 
the following chart, which uses the verb  בָּנָה as a model; however, keep in mind that no single III-
Hē verb employs all four patterns; you must look at your lexicon to determine which III-Hē verbs 
use which vowel patterns.  Note:  in all forms, the final ה◌ֶ  is dropped, so that you only see R1 and 
R2 with the prefix consonant. 
 

3.2.1 QAL FORMS (using Qal juss 3ms as a sample): 
 

 Helping Vowel (segol) No Helping Vowel (ss) 
Prefix hireq  בֶן  יִבְן  יִ֫
Prefix sere  בֶן  יֵבְן  יֵ֫

 
 
3.2.2 HIPHIL FORMS (using Hiph juss 3ms as a sample): 

 
Helping Vowel (segol) No Helping Vowel (ss) 

בֶן   יַבְן  יֶ֫
 
Note: the form בֶן   :according to the following development ,יַבְן actually comes from יֶ֫

בֶן (insert helping vowel  ◌ֶ for ss) <--  יַבְן בֶן (vowel harmony) <--  יַ֫   יֶ֫
 
This is similar to the development of the lexical form “king” �ֶל  from the originally מֶ֫

monosyllabic �ְמַל*:   

לֶ� (insert helping vowel  ◌ֶ for ss) <--  מַלְ� לֶ� (vowel harmony) <--  מַ֫   מֶ֫
 

4. COMMENTS:  

1. Since the shortened forms only occur in prefixed conjugations, you won’t see it in the Pft. 
2. Apocopation only occurs in the uninflected forms ending with ה◌ֶ, so all prefix forms that 

also take an inflectional suffix (2fs, 3mp, 3fp, 2mp, 2fp) cannot apocopate:   ִּוַיִּבְנוּ   /בְנִי וַת/  
ינָה  . וַתִּבְנֶ֫

3.  By the same token, all prefix forms that end with ה◌ֶ and don’t take an inflectional suffix 

(3ms, 3fs, 2ms, 1cs, 1cp) can be shortened!:   בֶן בֶן ;(1cp) וַנִּ֫ בֶן ;(1cs) וָאֶ֫ בֶן ;(3fs/2ms) וַתִּ֫  .(3ms) וַיִּ֫
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