Ross Lesson 36: III-Heé Weak Verbs LECTURE NOTES
1. Intro to I1I-HE Verbs (Ross 36.1)

1.1 In this chapter we meet verbs whose weakness is not on the front end (R1), but on the back end

(R3)! These verbs are called I1I-H& verbs because their lexical forms end with the marer-1, as in 193
‘he uncovered/revealed’ (no mappiq, compared to a verb like M23 ‘he/it was high’ where R3 is a

consonant-i1). Thus, the 71 in R3-position is not really a root letter (since it’s not a consonant); the

real R3 letter was probably originally YOD or even WAW. Either way, with III-HE verbs, we only
see R1 and R2, and original R3-yod appears most frequently as a mater-yod, rarely as a consonant-
yod (or waw, if R3 was originally waw).

193 Qal pft 1cs ’ﬂ’gg I uncovered/revealed
93 Qal pass. ptc ms ’4275 uncovered/revealed

oW Qal pft 3ms 1‘7@ he was at ease

1.2. III-HE Inflectional Patterns.
1.2.1 With NO Inflectional Endings:

I1I-He verbs show a remarkable uniformity throughout the 7 stems’ conjugation patterns when
that conjugation pattern has NO inflectional ending (zero-ending). The R1 vowel will look just
like it does in any of the verbal stems. The R2 vowel (theme vowel) will not! The following
uninflected endings for III-HE verbs is added to R2. Note: these uninflected I1I-Hé endings
apply to ALL STEMS (and so you cannot depend on the theme vowel to parse the stem—look
at the front end since the back end is weak!).

Hint: pull out your handout with the inflectional prefixes and suffixes of Hebrew verbs to see
where the inflectional ending is zero.

Conjugation Pattern | Uninflected Forms | I1I-HE Ending Qal form (sample)
Perfect P

Imperfect abes

Imperative M-

Participle i

Infinitive Cst ni-

Infinitive Abs "= or M-
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Compare these uninflected III-Hé forms with your paradigm below and see the consistency
throughout the 7 stems.

1.2.2 With VOCALIC Inflectional Endings:
Review your inflections handout: where do you see vocalic endings?

1.2.2.1 Generally: Remove the uninflected form’s marer-1 vowel and add the vocalic ending

to the remaining R2 consonant. (Since the final 17 is a marer and not a consonant, you

cannot add vowels to it.)

Uninflected basic | Remove mater- Add vocalic Gloss
form = vowel inflection to R2
ﬂ:?,} Qal pft 3ms —5; 15; Qal pft 3cp they uncovered
n‘v:v Qal impf 3ms —:73’ 1:71’ Qal impf 3mp | they will uncover

1.2.2.2 However, the Pft 3fs vocalic ending is slightly different: Remove the uninflected
form’s mater- vowel, add VS under R2, and then add a fem. sing. 11 (as if it were R3) along

with the 3fs 113 vocalic ending to the n.

Uninflected basic | Remove mater- Add DS to R2 Gloss
Pft form 1 vowel
ﬂi?;} Qal pft 3ms _z7‘} ﬂljbé Qal pft 3fs she uncovered
ﬂ:?JJ Ni pft 3ms —:713 ﬂljsz Ni pft 3fs she was uncovered

So, how do the Pft 3ms and Pft 3fs forms look the same?
How will you be able to tell the difference?
1.2.3 With CONSONANTAL Inflectional Endings:

Review your inflections handout: where do you see consonantal endings?

In order to add consonantal endings, remove the uninflected form’s mater-i1 vowel, insert a
helping vowel (with mater-yod) under R2, then add the consonantal ending. R2 will take
the stress (unless the consonantal ending is heavy— J1-/D-). NOTE: the choice of helping

vowel depends on the following:
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Perfect (suffix) Conjugation:
Active Stems (Qal, Pi, Hi) and Hithp: -

Passive Stems (Ni, Pu, Ho): %i-
Imperfect (prefix) Conjugations (and those using the prefix system: WCI, juss, coh,

impv):

ALL Stems: Y-

2. Paradigm of sample forms of ﬂi?.} (Qal: to uncover, reveal’; Pi ‘to uncover’; Hi ‘to lead into exile’)
(Ross 36.2 & 36.4)

Qal Ni Pi Pu Hithp Hi Ho
PFT
MMy mpm A» Aw amnd Apn
- nph nobp aph nnhr anwnn nnbam nnbm
a9 oo b o phon o pin
2 oy mhu o iy wnn s n
les ™H3 0 moa by s mhann mSain i
itcf O3 1933 13 o3 PEighy Phiy Phiy
IMPF
S > VR s >\ 2 S 1 >\ 1 i A 2 S v
B nap npm nn Awp Ahne Aum A
S nm npn PR npn aunn PR am
2 I 9 il ,am Chinm Cim Oap
S o nlR AR RN RnR apR Ao
3mp oy PPy Py Py Dany Sy Sy

o onrhin ot ot i aron et nrban
R I 3 I I Inm Im In
@ nartn nrn oarhim i arBion i ardn
S 2> B v+ B 2 B 2 B 21> B S B 2
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WCI

oms S m o o Ym tam O
Bt bm wm m mm o

Juss

oms o o o am %

P e wn o bom b

COH

2 S 2 O ST 2 Y 2o S v S P
IMPV

ams N nam nw n2ann N2

2s D3 "3 a9

2mp PP IR VT 93 Winn n
SR A e 2 IR NI

PTC

ms A TN R R Apnn A o
f s mbp o nha nbw nwon A A
mp oo Dhu  Dun ohm Do oom oM
fp nibs  nibaw nlbm nihan niann nian nibm

INFC nibs  nin niby nib nibsnn nian nian
INFA i S IS 193 Y S PPl oy B 5 s S ) 0y
3. III-HE Verbs and “Apocopation” (Short Forms) (Ross 36.2.1 & 36.5)

3.1 The III-He verb in the Qal Impf exhibits a normal “long” form: 1327 (‘he will build’, from
n332). However, in the Juss and Wci forms, the form is “apocopated” (that is, the ending is cut offf

and so becomes a “short form”: 123 (‘let him build’) and 2% (‘and he buil).
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3.2 In the Qal Jussive and Qal weci, there are four possible vowel patterns for the apocopated forms,
depending on which prefix vowel is used, and depending on whether there is a helping vowel
under R1 or not. In the Hiphil Jussive and Hiphil wci, there are two possible vowel patterns. See

the following chart, which uses the verb 71332 as a model; however, keep in mind that no single I1I-
HE verb employs all four patterns; you must look at your lexicon to determine which ITI-Hé verbs
use which vowel patterns. Note: in a// forms, the final 7 is dropped, so that you only see R1 and

R2 with the prefix consonant.

3.2.1 QAL FORMS (using Qal juss 3ms as a sample):

Helping Vowel (segol) No Helping Vowel (ss)
Prefix hireq 123 1
Prefix sere 123 1

3.2.2 HIPHIL FORMS (using Hiph juss 3ms as a sample):

Helping Vowel (segol) No Helping Vowel (ss)
EY 2

Note: the form I:l’ actually comes from 27, according to the following development:

127 --> (insert helping vowel & for ss) ]Jf --> (vowel harmony) ]3;

This is similar to the development of the lexical form “king” 771 from the originally
monosyllabic 79m*:
75D --> (insert helping vowel & for ss) 'l'z7?j3 --> (vowel harmony) '[z77<3

4. COMMENTS:

1. Since the shortened forms only occur in prefixed conjugations, you won't see it in the Pft.

2. Apocopation only occurs in the uninflected forms ending with 1}, so all prefix forms that

also take an inflectional suffix (2fs, 3mp, 3fp, 2mp, 2fp) cannot apocopate: /1327 / *32M
nram.

3. By the same token, all prefix forms that end with 1 and donr take an inflectional suffix

(3ms, 3fs, 2ms, 1cs, 1cp) can be shortened!: 1231 (1cp); 128 (1cs); 12M (3fs/2ms); 127 (3ms).
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