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Ross Lesson 33, Gutteral Weak Verbs in Derived Stems LECTURE NOTES  
 
 

REVIEW: 3 characteristics of Gutteral verbs 
 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 

 
 
1. I-Gutt Verbs (Ross 33.1):  

If verbs with R1 gutterals are weak on the front end, what are the situations where we 
would expect problems/deviations from the strong verb? Which stems will lend themselves 
to these problems? 
 

Forms Niphal 
Pft 3ms נִפְקַד 

Impf 3ms  יִפָּקֵד 
Wci(wayyiqtol) 3ms  וַיִּפָּקֵד 

Juss 3ms  יִפָּקֵד 
Coh 1cs  קְדָה  אֶפָּֽ

Impv 2ms  הִפָּקֵד 

Ptc ms נִפְקָד 

Infc  הִפָּקֵד 

Infa  נִפְקוֹד/הִפָּקוֹד 
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Forms Hiphil 
Pft 3ms  הִפְקִיד 

Impf 3ms  יַפְקִיד 
Wci(wayyiqtol) 3ms  וַיַּפְקֵד 

Juss 3ms  יַפְקֵד 
Coh 1cs ידָה  אַפְקִ֫

Impv 2ms  הַפְקֵד 

Ptc ms  מַפְקִיד 

Infc  הַפְקִיד 

Infa  הַפְקֵד 

 
 

Forms Hophal 
Pft 3ms  הָפְקַד 

Impf 3ms  יָפְקַד 
Wci(wayyiqtol) 3ms  וַיָּפְקַד 

Juss 3ms  יָפְקַד 
Coh 1cs  אָפְקְדָה 

Impv 2ms XXX 
Ptc ms מָפְקָד 

Infc  הָפְקַד 

Infa  הָפְקֵד 
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2. II-Gutt Verbs (Ross 33.2):  

If verbs with R2 gutterals are weak in the middle, what are the situations where we would 
expect problems/deviations from the strong verb? Which stems will lend themselves to these 
problems? 
 

Forms Piel Pual 
Pft 3ms  פֻּקַּד  פִּקֵּד 

Impf 3ms  יְפֻקַּד  יְפַקֵּד 
Wci(wayyiqtol) 3ms  וַיְּפֻקַּד  וַיְּפַקֵּד 

Juss 3ms  יְפֻקַּד  יְפַקֵּד 
Coh 1cs  אֲפֻקְּדָה  אֲפַקְּדָה 

Impv 2ms  פַּקֵּד XXX 

Ptc ms מְפֻקָּד מְפַקֵּד 
Infc  פֻּקּדֹ  פַּקֵּד 
Infa  פֻּקּדֹ  פַּקּוֹד/פַּקֵּד 

 
2.1.  There are 2 strategies for dealing with no DF in R2 in Piel/Pual: 
 

1. Compensatory lengthening: When a R2-gutt rejects DF, the preceding vowel 
may compensatorily lengthen. This usually happens with ר and א. 

 

Perfect:  3ms  מאן Impf: 3ms ימאן 
 
 3fs  ָה מאנ   3fs תמאן 
 
 2ms תָּ מאנ   2fs תמאנִי 
2. Implied/Virtual doubling: When R2-gutt rejects DF, the preceding vowel may 
remain short, and the R2-gutt is treated as if it were doubled. (Hence the term 
virtual/implied doubling.) This usually happens with ה/ח/ע. 
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Perfect:  3ms  בער Impf: 3ms  יבער 
 
 3fs  ָה בער   3fs  תבער 

 
 2ms תָּ בער   2fs י בערִ ת  

 
 
So how would the Pual of ברך (to be blessed) look? 
 

Perfect:  3ms  ברך Impf: 3ms  יברך 
 
 3fs 3  ברכָהfs  תברך 

 
 2ms  ָּ2  ברכתfs  תברכִי 

 
3. III-Gutterals (Ross 33.3):   

In the derived stems, wherever a R3-gutt occurs with a ṣere theme vowel under R2, the 
gutteral will do one of two things: 

1. Try to force it into an A-class vowel (pata̱ḥ). So where do we have this situation? 
Look at your Principal Charts page. 
2. Otherwise, a few places leave ṣere and adopt a furtive pata̱ḥ under R3-gutt. 

 
3.1. Niphal (Ross 33.3.1) 

 

Impf 3ms 3  שׁלחmp שׁלח 

Impv 2ms 2  שׁלחmp שׁלח 

Inf cst שׁלח  abs   ח ל  שׁ
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3.2. Piel  (Ross 33.3.2) 
 

Pft 3ms 3  שׁלחcp שׁלח 

Impf 3ms 3  שׁלחmp שׁלח 

Impv 2ms 2  שׁלחmp שׁלח 

but      

Ptc ms שׁלח    

      
 

3.3. Hiphil  (Ross 33.3.3) 
 

Pft 3ms  ׁע ש מ  

Impf 3ms  ׁע ש מ  

Ptc ms  ׁע ש מ  

Inf cst  ׁע ש מ  

but   

WCI 3ms  ׁע ש מ  

Juss 3ms  ׁע ש מ  

Impv 2ms  ׁע ש מ  

but   

Inf abs  ׁע ש מ  

 
4. III-Aleph Verbs  (Ross 33.4):  

Special class of III-gutt verbs that exhibit a few other kinds of weakness: 

1. Whenever א is closing a syllable, it quiesces. (Remember, א is a lousy closer!) 

2. The א is no longer pronounced, loses its consonantal value and vowel pointing, and 
affects the preceding vowel, usually by compensatory lengthening. 
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3. In the derived stems especially, the R3 quiescent א exhibits a noticeable pattern with 
consonantal personal endings/inflections: 

Pft (suffix-) conj:  א◌ֵ Impf (prefix-) conj:  א◌ֶ 

Look at the following table of מָצָא (‘to find’ in Qal; adapted from BHRG §18.4.2) 

 QAL NI. PI. PU. HITHP. HI. HO. 
Perfect form 

3ms  1הֻמְצָא הִמְצִיא הִתְמַצֵּא  מֻצָּא  מִצֵּא  נִמְצָא  מָצָא 

3fs צְאָה יאָהצִ֫ הִמְ  הִתְמַצְּאָה מֻצְּאָה  מִצְּאָה  נִמְצְאָה מָֽ  הֻמְצְאָה 

2ms  ָאתָ צָ֫ מ אתָ צֵ֫ נִמְ   אתָ צֵּ֫ מִ   אתָ צֵּ֫ מֻ   אתָ צֵּ֫ הִתְמַ   אתָ צֵ֫ הִמְ   אתָ צֵ֫ הֻמְ    

2fs את צֵּ מִ  נִמְצֵאת מָצָאת  הֻמְצֵאת הִמְצֵאת הִתְמַצֵּאת מֻצֵּאת  

1cs  ָאתִיצָ֫ מ אתִיצֵ֫ נִמְ   אתִיצֵּ֫ מִ   אתִיצֵּ֫ מֻ   אתִיצֵּ֫ הִתְמַ   אתִיצֵ֫ הִמְ   אתִיצֵ֫ הֻמְ    

Imperfect form 

3ms יֻמְצָא יַמְצִיא יִתְמַצֵּא יְמֻצָּא  יְמַצֵּא  יִמָּצֵא יִמְצָא 

3fs תֻּמְצָא תַּמְצִיא תִּתְמַצֵּא תְּמֻצָּא  תְּמַצֵּא  תִּמָּצֵא תִּמְצָא 

3mp ּצְאוּ יִמְצְאו יאוּצִ֫ יַמְ  יִתְמַצְּאוּ יְמֻצְּאוּ  יְמַצְּאוּ  יִמָּֽ  יֻמְצְאוּ 

3/2fp  ְאנָהצֶ֫ תִּמ אנָהצֶ֫ תִּמָּ   אנָה צֶּ֫ תְּמַ   אנָה צֶּ֫ תְּמֻ   אנָהצֶּ֫ תִּתְמַ   אנָהצֶ֫ תַּמְ   אנָהצֶ֫ תֻּמְ    

Imperative form 

2ms  הַמְצֵא הִתְמַצֵּא    מַצֵּא  הִמָּצֵא מְצָא   

2fs צְאִי מִצְאִי יאִי צִ֫ הַמְ  הִתְמַצְּאִי   מַצְּאִי  הִמָּֽ    

 
1 Note: I’m reproducing the paradigms here from major reference grammars, which for Hophal use the qibbuṣ 
under the prefixes (instead of the qameṣ-ḥaṭup). In actuality, there are no attested Hophal forms of מצא in the 
Hebrew Bible. Presumably the Ho pft could also be  הָמְצָא, and Ho impf could be יָמְצָא. 
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