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THE AARONIC BLESSING (NUM 6:23–27)1 
 

Hebrew Text: Num 6:23–27  English Text (ESV) 

ל־אַהֲרןֹ֙ וְאֶל־בָּנָ֣יו  ר אֶֽ דַּבֵּ֤
ר    לֵאמֹ֔

23 “Speak to Aaron and his sons, 
saying,  

ל  ה תְבָרֲכ֖וּ אֶת־בְּנֵ֣י יִשְׂרָאֵ֑ כֹּ֥
ם׃   אָמ֖וֹר לָהֶֽ

 Thus you shall bless the people of 
Israel: you shall say to them, 

�׃ �֥ יְבָרֶכְ   ;The LORD bless you and keep you 24 יְהוָ֖ה וְיִשְׁמְרֶֽ

 ךָּ׃ יחֻנֶּֽ י� וִֽ ר יְהוָ֧ה׀ פָּנָ֛יו אֵלֶ֖  the LORD make his face to shine 25 יָאֵ֨
upon you and be gracious to you; 

ם   י� וְיָשֵׂ֥ א יְהוָ֤ה׀ פָּנָיו֙ אֵלֶ֔ יִשָּׂ֨
 לְ֖� שָׁלֽוֹם׃ 

26 the LORD lift up his countenance 
upon you and give you peace. 

י עַל־בְּנֵ֣י   וְשָׂמ֥וּ אֶת־שְׁמִ֖
י  ל וַאֲנִ֖ ם׃ יִשְׂרָאֵ֑  אֲבָרֲכֵֽ

27 “So shall they put my name upon 
the people of Israel, and I will bless 
them.” 

 
 

 
 

 
1 Note: the blessing itself is found in vv. 24–26; vv. 23 and 27 are the frame introducing the words of the 
blessing and explaining what God intends to do by it. I provide all of these verses here for my Hebrew students 
to memorize the blessing in its immediate literary context. The blessing is also sometimes called the Priestly 
Blessing or the Priestly Benediction (in Hebrew, בִּרְכַּת כֹהנֲיִם). 


