Genitive Case & the Article

1. Intro to Genitive Case:

1.1. English “Possesive Case” In English, when a noun is the possessor of something, we
mark it in writing with apostrophe-s (’s) or, if the word ends with an —s already, then
with just an apostrophe. Exx:

God God’s word (God is possessor of the word)
Jesus Jesus’ disciples  (Jesus has disciples)

girls the girls’ hair ~ (girls are the possessors of hair)

1.2. Greek Genitive Case: One of the main functions of the genitive case in Greek is to
mark possession; keyword for translating a genitive noun: of.

Ex. “God’s word / the word of God” in Greek consists of a Aead noun followed by a
genitive nourr:

head noun + genitive noun
0 Aoyog 10U Beol

Note: the head noun can by in any case, but the genitive noun, by definition, would
be in the genitive case.

“I know the word (acc.) of God (gen.)” = yivdok tov Adyov tol Beol.
2. Forming the Genitive Case:
2.1. 2™ declension (for hoth masc. and neut.) add to the stem vowel the following:
sing. ending:  -u

pl. ending: -wv (the omega swallows up the stem vowel o)

2.2. 1% declension (for fem.) add to the stem vowel the following:

sing. ending: -C

pl. ending: -wv (the omega swallows up the stem vowel a/n)
2.3. Exx:

Noun  Stem Gen. sing. Gen. pl.

Aoyos  *Noyo ASyou Aoy wv

Epyov  *Epyo €pyou Epywv
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Noun  Stem Gen. sing. Gen. pl.

ypagn  “ypagn ypagfis Y POPEIV

Wpa *@pa WOpOg WpdV
3. Chart of Gen Forms

3.1. Nom/Gen/Dat/Acc Case Endings: Continuing to memorize this chart.

First and Second Declensions
Masc [2] Fem [1] Neut [2]
Nom sing G - v
Gen sing v C U
Dat sing 1 1 1
Acc sing v v v
Nom pl 1 1 a
Gen pl v v v
Dat pl 1c 1c 1C
Acc pl ug 'S a

3.2. Noun Stem Vowels + Nom/Gen/Dat/Acc Case Endings: You don’t have to
memorize this chart, but it’s helpful to see when the end of nouns look like in these cases.

Masc [2] Fem [1] Neut [2]

Nom sing o¢ n, o ov
Gen sing ou ng, ag ou
Dat sing ® 0, @)
Acc sing ov nv, av ov
Nom pl ot at a
Gen pl WV WV WV

Dat pl o1¢ aig 01¢
Acc pl oug ag a
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3.3. Article plus Nouns with Nom/Gen/Dat/Acc Case Endings:

Masc [2] Fem [1] Neut [2]
_ 0 Aoyog N ypagn, 1 opa 10 Epyov
Nom sin
g the word the Scripture, the hour the work
e 10U AdYOU hS YPagiis, THS DOpag 10U Epyou
en sin
g of the word of the Scripture, of the hour of the work
Dat sing ) MoYQ Tl Ypapi), T ©ope % EpYQ
in the word in the Scripture, in the hour in the work
Acc s TOV AOyov TV YPOaPNV, TV dpav 10 E€pyov
cc sin
g the word the Scripture, the hour the work
N I ol Adyot al ypagpat, ol (f)pou A Epya
om
P the words the Scriptures, the hours the works
Gen bl TGOV MOy Vv IOV YPAPDV, TOV @pOV TGOV EpY WV
en
P of the words of the Scriptures, of the hours of the works
Dat pl T0ig AGYOI1G 100G YPAPAIG, TATE DpAtLg TOIG EpYOILC
in the words in the Scriptures, in the hours in the works
Ace ol TOUG AOYOUg TG YPAPAS, TOG IPAS T Epya
cc
P the words the Scriptures, the hours the works

3.4. Let’s practice identifying the parsing!

IOV POV
TGV OUPAVRV
ToU SoUulou

TOU TEKVOU

ThS YIS
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4. Preps with Genitive Objects
4.1. Some prepositions take their objects only in genitive case (instead of dat/acc case):

Ao from, away from
€K from, out of

4.2. 1f a prep takes its obj in genitive case, do not use the “keyword” to translate the
genitive noun; use the preposition’s meaning followed by the meaning of the noun.

10U KOOpOU €k / ToU KSopoU

of the world of / the world (not ‘of / of the world’)

4.3. Some prepositions take their objects only in more than one case; they usually have
quite different meanings, depending on the case of the object of the prep. Below are
some exx; if making flash cards, create separate ones for the prep with each case its object
can be in.

Sid + Gen  through
514 + Acc on account of, because of
kotd + Gen down from, against

kot + Acc  according to, during, throughout

5. Noun Rule 6

6. In the genitive and dative, the masc. and neut. (case endings) will always be identical.
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