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Assyria: Superpower
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"World powers" 
weak & preoccupied

closer to home;
Levant is "free"
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Hellenistic Empire
333-63
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Hellenistic rule will bring 
unprecedented oppression to Judah 

but will also put the Hebrew Bible 
into the international trade language
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2nd Ramesside Dyn. 20
c. -1186-1069.
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Neither Babylon, Assyria nor Egypt had 
sufficient power to project beyond their 
borders leaving a relative power-vacuum in 
which local states were able to consolidate 

Battle at
Kadesh on Orontes
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