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Weak Verbs: Geminate Verbs (Ross 39) 
Dr. Phillip Marshall 
 
1.1 Hebrew has a number of verbs whose R-2 and R-3 are identical. 
They are called Geminate verbs. What does Gemini mean? (Think: 
constellations.) How were the space missions Mercury, Gemini, and 
Apollo different from one another? 
 
Basic problem: While these verbs have 3 consonantal roots, as does 
the normal strong verb, there is a tendency to collapse R-2 and R-3 
to form a monosyllable for the verbal core (instead of two syllables). The twin consonants 
are written only once, but whenever verbal inflections are added a DF will drop in to 
remind us that the single consonant really represents twin consonants—R-2 and R-3. 
NOTE: Whenever Geminates monosyllabicize, they behave similarly to Hollow verbs, who 
naturally have a monosyllabic core due to just the two roots. And, like Hollows, inflectional 
prefixes will usually be OPEN and have a LONG vowel, but they will reduce to VS in 
O/PPT position. We’ll see this below. 
 
1.2 Behavior of Geminates: 
 

1.2.1 Tendency toward forming a monosyllable in the verbal core. 
 

Root תמם קלל סבב סבב סבב סבב 

Qal Pft סַב סָבַב  ּ ּ  סָבֲבו  תַּם קַל סבַּ֫ו

Gloss he went 
around 

he went 
around 

they went 
around 

they went 
around 

he was 
light 

he was 
complete 

 
 
1.2.2 When Geminates monosyllabicize, R-2 and R-3 are written once and considered 
“doubled” or “strengthened” with DF.  NOTE: 
 

Uninflected (zero-ending) forms cannot put DF in a final consonant! So, 
 
ּ  but ,(ב implied DF in) סבַ  (with inflectional ending ב DF settles down in) סבַּ֫ו

 
 
1.2.3 When Geminates add verbal inflections that are consonantal endings, they use 
helping vowels after the doubled root consonant. This applies to all stems except the 
ones that normally double R-2 as part of the stem morphology (Piel, Pual, Hithpa). 
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1.2.3.1 The perfect/suffix conjugation:  ֹו helping vowel before cons. ending. 
 

Root קלל קלל סבב סבב סבב 

Pft 2ms  ָוֹתָ לּ֫קַ הֲסִבּ֫וֹתָ  נסְַבּ֫וֹתָ  סבַּ֫וֹת וֹתָ לּ֫קִ הֱ   

Gloss 
Q. you 

went 
around 

Ni. you 
doubled 

back 

Hi. you 
brought 
around 

Q. you 
were light 

 

Hi. you 
despised 

 
 
 
1.2.3.2 The imperfect/prefix conjugation (and those conjugations built off of it): ֶי◌ 
helping vowel before cons. ending. 
 

 סבב סבב סבב סבב סבב סבב

 ָ סֹבי ּ בּסֹ֫ תָּ  ו ינהָבֶּ֫סֻ תְּ  ינהָבֶּ֫סֻ  ינהָבֶּ֫סַּ תִּ  ינהָבֶּ֫סִ תְּ   

Q. Impf 3ms Q. Impf 2mp Q. Impf 2fp Q. Impv 2fp Ni. Impf 2fp Hi. Impf 2fp 

he will go 
around 

you will go 
around 

y’all will go 
around 

Go around! y’all will 
double back 

y’all will  
bring around 

 
 
1.3 Representative forms 

 

  Qal  
Active 

Qal  
Stative 

Niphal 
 

Piel 
 

Hiphil 
 

Hophal 
 

 סבב סבב הלל סבב קלל סבב  

Pft 3ms 
 סָבַב

 הוסַּב הֵסֵב הִלֵּל נסַָב קַל סַב

 3fs 
 סָבֲבָה

 הוסַּ֫בָּה הֵסֵ֫בָּה הלָ הִלְּ  הבָּ נסַָ֫  הלָּ קַ֫ סַ֫בָּה

 2ms  ָוֹתָ לּ֫קַ סבַּ֫וֹת  ְ  הוסַּבּ֫וֹתָ  הֲסִבּ֫וֹתָ  תָּ לְ הִלַּ֫  וֹתָ בּ֫סַ נ

 3cp 
 ּ  סָבֲבו

 ּ ּ לּ קַ֫ סבַּ֫ו ּ בּנסַָ֫  ו ּ להִלְּ  ו ּ  ו ּ  הֵסֵ֫בּו  הוסַּ֫בּו
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Impf 3ms 
 ָ  סֹבי

 יוסַּב יסֵָב יהְַלֵּל יסִַּב יקֵַל ביסִֹּ

 3mp 
 ָ ּ בּסֹ֫י  ו

ּ יסִֹּ֫ ּ  בּו ּ בּיסִַּ֫ יקֵלַ֫וּ ּ ליהְַלְּ  ו ּ בּיסֵָ֫ ו ּ בּיוסַּ֫ ו  ו

 3/2fp 
 ינהָבֶּ֫סֻ תְּ

ָ וסַּבֶּ֫תּ תְּסִבֶּ֫ינהָ נהָלְלֵּ֫ הַ תְּ ינהָבֶּ֫סַּ תִּ ינהָתְּקַלֶּ֫ בְנהָתִּסֹּ֫   הינ

WCI 3ms  ֫ ָּ   ויַסֶָּ֫ב    סָבויַ
Impv 2ms הָסֵב הַלֵּל סַּבהִ קַל סֹב  
 2mp ֹ֫בּס ּ ּ  ו ּ בּסַּ֫ הִ קלַ֫וּ ּ  ו ּ  הַלְּלו   הָסֵ֫בּו
 2fp ֻקַ֫לְ  ינהָבֶּ֫ס ָ   ינהָבֶּ֫סִ הֲ הַלֵּ֫לְנהָ ינהָבֶּ֫סַּ הִ הנ
Ptc ms בוסָּ מ מֵסֵב מְהַלֵּל נסָָב קַל סֹבֵב 
 fs  ְהוסַּבָּ מ מְסִבָּה הלָמְהַלְּ  הנסְַבָּ  הקַלָּ  הבָ סֹב 
Infc 
w/ 

 
sfx 

 סֹב
 וסַּבה הָסֵב הַלֵּל הִסַּב קֹל סבִֻּי

Infa  ָבוסֵּ ה הָסֵב וֹלהלַּ  בהסִּוֹ  וֹללקָ וֹבסב 
 
 
1.4 Gutteral Irregularities: The Qal of  ָררַ א  ‘to curse’ and the Hiphil of רָעַע ‘to do evil’. 
 
The problem here is that when Geminates monosyllabicize, the R-2/R-3 letter will double. 
However, we know that the Gutts gang will not allow a DF. Also, we learned in Ross 33 
that when verbs end with a Gutt, the stems that have a tsere theme vowel will switch to 
pathach when there is no inflectional ending. Here are a few examples of these problems. 
 

 רעע סבב ארר סבב  
  Qal Qal Hiph Hiph 

Pft 3ms רַעהֵ הֵסֵב אָרַר סָבַב 
 3fs העָ רֵ֫ הֵ הֵסֵ֫בָּה האָרֲרָ  סָבֲבָה 
 2ms  ָוֹתָ ע֫רֵ הֲ הֲסִבּ֫וֹתָ  תָ ארָ֫וֹ  סבַּ֫וֹת 
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Impf 3ms  ָ ָ  סֹבי  ירַָע יסֵָב אֹרי
 ירֵָעַ 

 3mp  ָ ּ בּסֹ֫י ָ  ו ּ ראֹ֫י ּ בּיסֵָ֫ ו ּ  ו  ירֵָע֫ו
 3/2fp   ָרֵעֶ֫ינהָתְּ תְּסִבֶּ֫ינה 
Impv 2ms   הָרַע הָסֵב 
 2mp    ּ ּ  הָסֵ֫בּו  הָרֵ֫עו
 
 


