Weak Verbs: Geminate Verbs (Ross 39)
Dr. Phillip Marshall

1.1 Hebrew has a number of verbs whose R-2 and R-3 are identical.
They are called Geminate verbs. What does Gemini mean? (Think:
constellations.) How were the space missions Mercury, Gemini, and
Apollo different from one another?

Basic problem: While these verbs have 3 consonantal roots, as does
the normal strong verb, there is a tendency to collapse R-2 and R-3
to form a monosyllable for the verbal core (instead of two syllables). The twin consonants
are written only once, but whenever verbal inflections are added a DF will drop in to
remind us that the single consonant really represents twin consonants—R-2 and R-3.
NOTE: Whenever Geminates monosyllabicize, they behave similarly to Hollow verbs, who
naturally have a monosyllabic core due to just the two roots. And, like Hollows, inflectional
prefixes will usually be OPEN and have a LONG vowel, but they will reduce to VS in
O/PPT position. We'll see this below.

1.2 Behavior of Geminates:

1.2.1 Tendency toward forming a monosyllable in the verbal core.

Root 230 230 230 230 55p  omn
Qal Pfe 230 30 1330 1O S5p on
al he went he went  they went  they went he was he was

088 around around around around light complete

1.2.2 When Geminates monosyllabicize, R-2 and R-3 are written once and considered
“doubled” or “strengthened” with DF. NOTE:

Uninflected (zero-ending) forms cannot put DF in a final consonant! So,

A0 (implied DF in 3), but ’IBQ< (DF settles down in 3 with inflectional ending)

1.2.3 When Geminates add verbal inflections that are consonantal endings, they use
helping vowels after the doubled root consonant. This applies to all stems except the
ones that normally double R-2 as part of the stem morphology (Piel, Pual, Hithpa).
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1.2.3.1 The perfect/suffix conjugation: ) helping vowel before cons. ending.

Root 230 130 230 S5p B5p

P 2ms ni2o  nidoy nidom ni%p mipn
Q. you Ni. you Hi. you Q.you  Hi.you

Gloss went doubled brought were light  despised
around back around

1.2.3.2 The imperfect/prefix conjugation (and those conjugations built off of it): 7
helping vowel before cons. ending.

230 230 230 230 230 230

a0y @R Ap3on mrde Apden  MEon
Q. Impf3ms Q.Impf2mp Q.Impf2fp Q.Impv2fp NiImpf2fp Hi. Impf2fp

he will go youwillgo  yallwillgo  Go around! y’all will y’all will

around around around double back  bring around

1.3 Representative forms

Qal Qal Niphal Piel Hiphil Hophal
Active Stative
230 55p 330 551 230 230
230
Pf 3ms { 1 5o 393 5% 3on 2o
gihle < .
36 {' TX  mPp T30y mPPm m39T  mIoan
n;g T-T TG
oms  Mi30 DA%p Doy m9%m nidom pizoan
1330 . ) . .
3cp T X T I I 1=} B iy SR Pl S Wofok Ty
130 g -
2
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Impf

WCI

Impv

Ptc

Infc
w/

Infa

o)y
3ms { T 5o a3y Bhm 3o
:Dﬂ : T
1303 . : <
Smp S1 PP 3Ry %hm 139
1397 s -
ghyclely < < <
6| TEn TERn mrden mivtmn
3ms 20M 207
2ms ulo 5p mloly o1 2o
2mp 13D P men T 1307
6 APIO MPR mpden  mRRT mpden
ms 230 5p 200 S5 3on
F o m330 PR 303 PR mIon
ule .
; { Pl mloly 5P 2o
SIX ﬂ:o T
2930 S%p 2o Hib1 2om

077

13207°

TPION 30N

209

1.4 Gutteral Irregularities: The Qal of 1IN ‘to curse” and the Hiphil of ¥ ‘to do evil.

The problem here is that when Geminates monosyllabicize, the R-2/R-3 letter will double.
However, we know that the Gutts gang will not allow a DF. Also, we learned in Ross 33
that when verbs end with a Gutt, the stems that have a tsere theme vowel will switch to
pathach when there is no inflectional ending. Here are a few examples of these problems.

Pft

230

Qal

3ms 230
sk 339
2ms ni30
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Impf  3ms 10 by 20 {m_g
T T - Ly
3mp 1OY R 3Ry W
326p TPI0N PYIN
Impv  2ms mlely v
2mp 13017 WA

.
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