Doubly Weak Verbs (Ross 37)
Dr. Phillip Marshall

1.1 The verbs in this chapter are the sickest of all the weak verbs, because they are not just weak on
the front end (R1) or on the back end (R3). They are weak on both ends! These verbs are called
“Doubly Weak” verbs, since the weak root letter is found in two places. However, there is good
news! Basically, this chapter is a review chapter of Lessons 32-36 since the weaknesses we will see
in R1 were already discussed in 32-35 (I-Gutt/I-Nun/I-Yod/Waw), and the weaknesses of R3 were
already discussed in 36 (III-He). Now for 37, both sorts of weakness occur in the same verb. When
the weakness occurred only in, say R1, we had the benefit of the back end of the verb being normal
(and so the theme vowel could help identify the form); here, we have to do just a little more
detective work because as III-He verbs, the doubly weak verb’s theme vowel will be obscured, on
top of R1 possibly looking different (through needing different vowel-pointing due to R1-
gutterals, or assimilation of R1-nun, or apheresis of R1-nun or R1-waw). But it’s not
insurmountable!

1.2 I-Gutt and I1I-He Verbs

Below I have listed 4 columns (R-to-L): the strong verb, typical I-Gutt verbs, typical I1I-He verbs,
and the Doubly Weak verbs having both I-Gutt and III-He. Seeing that the doubly weak verb
simply combines the front of one with the back of the other can be helpful.

1.2.1 Qal forms

[-Gutt + [II-He

II-He I-Gurtt Strong

[oy © 52 oreveal)  (TAY osand)  (TPB ‘o visic)

ascend)
Qal pft  3ms oy o2 Y e
Qul pf 3 02y 022 TRy TR
Qal pfe 2mp ooy o523 0RTRY 0RTRR
Qal impf 3ms oy o3 Ty LER
Qal impf 2f “Sun Wl “TRYR ==ty
Qal impf 3y T2un P mTn mTPen
Qal wei  3ms Sy 53N ThyM TN
Qal wei 36 Sym oM Thym TPRm
Qal juss  3ms Sy’ 53 Thy> D"
Qal juss  3f SyR il Thyn gizialy
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Qal
Qal
Qal
Qal
Qal
Qal

Qal

coh
coh
impv
impv
ptc
ptc

infa

1cs

1.2.2 Hiphil forms

pft
impf
wcl
Jjuss
coh

impv

ptc
infc

infa
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3ms
3ms
3ms
3ms
1lcs

2ms

U
T2y
oy
1Y
oW
1ov

NSy

[-Gutt + III-He

(MY Hi ‘to
bring up’)
o

ToUR
moun
SuiT or
T
NSy
moun

T2
1233
123
193
o2
722

ni%3

11I-He
(M2 Hi ‘to

exile’)
T2
2N
o1

o3
T2
o

T2m
N5
AT

TTRYN
TRy
TRy
1TV
Y
TRy
ATAY or
TRy

I-Gutt
(Y Hi ‘to

cause to stand’)
TRYIT
RRANA
TRYMN
RIANA
TTRYN
TRYI

TRy
TRy
AN

TN
R
PR
1TPD
TIPB
TIRPD
NP0 or
PR

Strong
(TPB Hi o

cause to visit’)
TR
PR’
PR
PR
TR
PR

TR
a7
e



Note the problem of ambiguity between the Qal and Hi impf/wci/juss forms of oW

Qal  Gloss Hiphil  Gloss
impf 3ms ﬂsx_]j he will go up ﬂsx_]j he will bring up
wci 3ms ‘73_.751_ (and) he went up ‘73_.751_ (and) he brought up
juss 3ms 53]5 let him go up 53]5 let him bring up

1.2.3 Qal forms of (YT ‘to be” and 7T “to live’.

These verbs are both I-Gutt and III-He, but there are a few places where their forms look unusual.
Here is just a sampling of forms for ﬂ::f ‘to be’ (for the most part, just switch the i for a T to see

what would be the corresponding form of IT1T “to live).

Stem Conj PG# Form Gloss
Qal pft  3ms [T he was
Qal  pft 3fs a7 she was
Qi pfe les M I was
Qal impf 3ms  FTT he will be
Qi impf 36 MM she will be
Qal impf 26 MMM you will be
Qal impf s FTIIN I will be
Qal wci  3ms I (and) he was
Qi wei  3f MM (and) she was
Qi jus  3ms T let X be,

1Y or let there be X
Qal impv 2ms  {TI] Be!

19 or
Qal infc inh Ry to be
Qal infa Ak to be

397 or

3
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1.3 I-Nun and III-He Verbs
These doubly weak verbs undergo Assimilation problems on the front end with R1 (when R1-
nun closes a syllable with a prefix cons.); the back end suffers from the III-He weaknesses we’ve
been seeing.

1.3.1 Qal: This stem is illustrated with the verb I-”Q; ‘to extend, stretch out’.

[-Nun + [II-He [II-He

(T3 ‘to extend, stretch out’) (T2 ‘to reveal)
Qal pft  3ms piep 123
Qal pfe 36 pin]ep] o
Qal pft  2ms plep N33
Qal impf 3ms ok 20
Qal impf 2 iy gy
Qal impf 3fp 270N 272,
Qal wei  3ms CEa| 529
Qil wei 36 LM Sam
Qal juss  3ms o) 573
Qal juss 36 g 5an
Qal juss  3mp M 151
Qal impv 2ms 03 793
Qal impv 2mp 03 193
Qal infc niw? N353

1.3.2 Hiphil: This stem is illustrated with the verb H:TJ; Hi: ‘to attack’.

I-Nun + Il-He 1l-He

(M223 Hi: ‘to attack’) (ﬂb] Hi ‘to exile’)

Hi  pft 3ms o o3

Hi  impf 3ms 122 ﬂ’b]j
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Hi  wci  3ms M 5999

Hi  juss  3ms i 53’

Hi  coh 1cs 28 nb:;zs

Hi  impv 2ms 2] ﬂb;ttr
T or

Hi  ptc  ms Ton oM

Hi  infc ahloly N5

Hi  infa MO o1

1.4 I-Waw and 11I-He Verbs

These doubly weak verbs show the same problems on the front end as originally I-Waw verbs
(usually R1 is missing, suffering apheresis in the Qal, and showing up as mater-waw in other
stems). As with the other doubly weak verbs, the back end suffers from the I1I-He weaknesses
we've been seeing. We will show the paradigm for the HIPHIL stem of these types of verbs using

117 Hi ‘to teach, point, show’.

I-Waw + III-He [-Waw
(M7 Hi ‘to teach, (T2 Hi ‘o
point, show’) bring down’)
Hi  pft  3ms Rhinl b
Hi  impf 3ms amik T
Hi  wci 3ms Q1M T7IM
Hi  juss 3ms =30 mmhk
Hi  coh fcs TN TN
Hi  impv 2ms i T
Hi  pc  ms ahle TN
Hi  infc inhhwhin T
Hi  infa i T
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