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Weak Verbs: III-He (Ross 36) 
Dr. Phillip Marshall 
 
1.1 In this chapter we meet verbs whose weakness is not on the front end (R1), but on the back end 
(R3)! These verbs are called III-He verbs because their lexical forms end with the mater-ה, as in 
 he/it was high’ where R3‘ גבַָּהּ  he uncovered/revealed’ (no mappiq, compared to a verb like‘ גלָּהָ
is a consonant-ה). Thus, the ה in R3-position is not really a root letter (since it’s not a consonant); 
the real R3 letter was probably originally YOD or even WAW. Either way, with III-He verbs, we 
only see R1 and R2, and original R3-yod appears most frequently as a mater-yod, rarely as a 
consonant-yod (or waw, if R3 was originally waw).  
 

 Qal pft גלה
1cs גלִָּ֫יתִי I 

uncovered/revealed 

 גלה
Qal pass. 
ptc ms ּגלָּוי uncovered/revealed 

 שלׁה
Qal pft 

3ms שלֵָׁו he was at ease 
 

 
1.2 III-He Inflectional Patterns. 
 
1.2.1 With NO Inflectional Endings: III-he verbs show a remarkable uniformity throughout the 7 
stems’ conjugation patterns when that conjugation pattern has NO inflectional ending (zero-
ending). The R1 vowel will look just like it does in any of the verbal stems. The R2 vowel (theme 
vowel) will not! The following uninflected endings for III-he verbs is added to R2. Note: these 
uninflected III-he endings apply to ALL STEMS (and so you cannot depend on the theme vowel to 
parse the stem—look at the front end since the back end is weak!). 
 
Hint: pull out your handout with the inflectional prefixes and suffixes of Hebrew verbs to see 
where the inflectional ending is zero. 
 
Conjugation Pattern Uninflected Forms III-he Ending Qal form (sample) 
Perfect  -ָה◌   

Imperfect  -ֶה◌   

Imperative  -ֵה◌   

Participle   -ֶה◌   

Infinitive Cst  וֹת-  

Infinitive Abs   -ֹ◌ה  or   -ֵה◌   
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Compare these uninflected III-he forms with your paradigm below and see the consistency 
throughout the 7 stems. 
 
1.2.2 With VOCALIC Inflectional Endings: 
 

Review your inflections handout: where do you see vocalic endings? 
 
1.2.2.1 Generally: Remove the uninflected form’s mater-ה vowel and add the vocalic ending to 
the remaining R2 consonant. (Since the final ה is a mater and not a consonant, you cannot add 
vowels to it.) 
 

Uninflected basic 
form 

Removed mater- 
 vowel ה

Add vocalic 
inflection to R2 

Gloss 

ּ  גלָּ-- גלָָּה  they uncovered גלָּו
Qal pft 3ms  Qal pft 3cp  

ּ  יגִלְ-- יגִלְֶה  they will uncover יגִלְו
Qal impf 3ms  Qal impf 3mp  

 
 
1.2.2.2 However, the Pft 3fs vocalic ending is slightly different: Remove the uninflected form’s 
mater-ה vowel, add VS under R2, and then add a fem. sing. ת (as if it were R3) along with the 
3fs ָה◌ vocalic ending to the ת. 
 

Uninflected basic 
Pft form 

Removed mater- 
 vowel ה

Add ָתְה◌ to R2 Gloss 

ֽ  גלָּ-- גלָָּה ָּ תָהלְג  she uncovered 
Qal pft 3ms  Qal pft 3fs  

 ִ הגלְָ נ  --  ִ גלְנ   ִ התָ גלְְ נ  she was uncovered 
Ni pft 3ms  Ni pft 3fs  

 
So, how do the Pft 3ms and Pft 3fs forms look the same? 
 
How will you be able to tell the difference? 
 

 
1.2.3 With CONSONANTAL Inflectional Endings: 
 

Review your inflections handout: where do you see consonantal endings? 
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In order to add consonantal endings, remove the uninflected form’s mater-ה vowel, insert a 
helping vowel (with mater-yod) under R2, then add the consonantal ending. R2 will take the 
stress (unless the consonantal ending is heavy— תֶּם/-תֶּן-). NOTE: the choice of helping 
vowel depends on the following: 
 

Perfect (suffix) Conjugation: 
Active Stems (Qal, Pi, Hi) and Hithp: ִי◌- 
Passive Stems (Ni, Pu, Ho): ֵי◌- 

 
Imperfect (prefix) Conjugations (and those using the prefix system: WCI, juss, coh, impv): 

ALL Stems: ֶי◌- 
 
1.3 Paradigm of sample forms of גלָָּה (Qal: to uncover, reveal’; Pi ‘to uncover’; Hi ‘to lead into 
exile’) 
 

 Qal Ni Pi Pu Hithp Hi Ho 
PFT        

3ms הָגלְָה הִגלְָה התְִגלַָּּה גלָֻּּה גלִָּּה נגִלְָה גלָָּה 
3fs הָגלְְתָה הִגלְְתָה התְִגלְַּּתָה גלְֻּּתָה גלְִּּתָה נגִלְְתָה גלְָּֽתָה 
2ms ִָּ֫יתָ גל יתָ נגִלְֵ֫   ִּ֫ יתָ גלִּ  ֵּ֫ יתָ גלֻּ  ִּ֫ יתָ התְִגלַּ יתָ הִגלְִ֫  יתָ הָגלְֵ֫   
2fs הָגלְֵית הִגלְִית התְִגלִַּּית גלֵֻּית גלִִּּית נגִלְֵית גלִָּית 
1cs ִָּ֫יתִיגל יתִינגִלְֵ֫   ִּ֫ יתִיגלִּ  ֵּ֫ יתִיגלֻּ  ִּ֫ יתִיהתְִגלַּ יתִיהִגלְִ֫  יתִיהָגלְֵ֫   
3cp 
etc. ָּגל ּ ו ּ נגִלְ  ו ּ גלִּּ   ו ּ גלֻּּ   ו ּ התְִגלַּּ   ו ּ הִגלְ  ו ּ הָגלְ  ו  

IMPF        
3ms יגָלְֶה יגַלְֶה יתְִגלֶַּּה יגְלֶֻּה יגְלֶַּה יגִלֶָּה יגִלְֶה 
3fs תָּגלְֶה תַּגלְֶה תתְִּגלֶַּּה תְּגלֶֻּה תְּגלֶַּה תִּגלֶָּה תִּגלְֶה 
2ms תָּגלְֶה תַּגלְֶה תתְִּגלֶַּּה תְּגלֶֻּה תְּגלֶַּה תִּגלֶָּה תִּגלְֶה 
2fs תָּגלְִי תַּגלְִי תתְִּגלִַּּי תְּגלִֻּי תְּגלִַּי תִּגלִָּי תִּגלְִי 
1cs אָגלְֶה אַגלְֶה אתְֶגלֶַּּה אֲגלֶֻּה אֲגלֶַּה אֶגלֶָּה אֶגלְֶה 
3mp  ּ ּ  יגִלְו ּ  יגִלָּו ּ  יגְלַוּ ּ  יגְלֻוּ ּ  יתְִגלַּוּ ּ  יגַלְו  יגָלְו
3fp ְֶ֫ינהָתִּגל ינהָתִּגלֶָּ֫  ינהָתְּגלֶַּ֫  ינהָתְּגלֶֻּ֫   ֶּ֫ ינהָתתְִּגלַּ ינהָתַּגלְֶ֫  ינהָתָּגלְֶ֫   
2mp  ּ ּ  תִּגלְו ּ  תִּגלָּו ּ  תְּגלַוּ ּ  תְּגלֻוּ ּ  תתְִּגלַּוּ ּ  תַּגלְו  תָּגלְו
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2fp ְֶ֫ינהָתִּגל ינהָתִּגלֶָּ֫  ינהָתְּגלֶַּ֫  ינהָתְּגלֶֻּ֫   ֶּ֫ ינהָתתְִּגלַּ ינהָתַּגלְֶ֫  ינהָתָּגלְֶ֫   
1cp נגָלְֶה נגַלְֶה נתְִגלֶַּּה נגְלֶֻּה נגְלֶַּה נגִלֶָּה נגִלְֶה 

WCI        
3ms  ַו ֫ ִּ גלֶי ִּ וַ   גלָּי ְּ וַ   גלַי ְּ וַ   ֻ י לג ִּ וַ   תְגלַּי ֫ וַ   ֶּ גלֶי   
3fs 
etc. ִַּ֫גלֶות גלָּותִַּ  גלַותְַּ  ֻ ותְַּ  לג תְגלַּותִַּ  גלֶותֶַּ֫    

JUSS        
3ms  ֫ ִ גלֶי ֻ  יגְלַ יגִלָּ  ליגְ ֫  יתְִגלַּ  ֶ גלֶי   
3fs 
etc. ִּ֫גלֶת גלָּתִּ  גלַתְּ  ֻ תְּ  לג תְגלַּתִּ  גלֶתֶּ֫    

COH        
1cs 
etc. אָגלְֶה אַגלְֶה אתְֶגלֶַּּה אֲגלֶֻּה אֲגלֶַּה אֶגלֶָּה אֶגלְֶה 

IMPV        
2ms הַגלְֵה התְִגלֵַּּה  גלֵַּה הִגלֵָּה גלְֵּה  
2fs הַגלְִי התְִגלִַּּי  גלִַּי הִגלִָּי גלְִּי  
2mp  ּ ּ  גלְּו ּ  הִגלָּו ּ   גלַוּ ּ  התְִגלַּוּ   הַגלְו
2fp ְֶּ֫ינהָגל ינהָהִגלֶָּ֫  ינהָגלֶַּ֫    ֶּ֫ ינהָהתְִגלַּ ינהָהַגלְֶ֫    

PTC        
ms מָגלְֶה מַגלְֶה מתְִגלֶַּּה מְגלֶֻּה מְגלֶַּה נגִלְֶה גלֶֹּה 
fs ָֹּהגל הנגִלְָ   המְגלַָּ   המְגלָֻּ   המתְִגלַָּּ   המַגלְָ   המָגלְָ    
mp ִֹּיםגל יםנגִלְִ  יםמְגלִַּ  יםמְגלִֻּ   ִּ יםמתְִגלַּ יםמַגלְִ  יםמָגלְִ   
fp ֹּוֹתגל וֹתנגִלְ  וֹתמְגלַּ   וֹתמְגלֻּ   וֹתמתְִגלַּּ   וֹתמַגלְ  וֹתמָגלְ   
        

INFC הָגלְוֹת הַגלְוֹת התְִגלַּוֹּת גלֻּוֹּת גלַּוֹּת הִגלָּוֹת גלְּוֹת 
INFA ֹנגִלְהֹ גלָּה ֹּ הגלַּ  הָגלְֵה הַגלְֵה התְִגלֵַּּה גלֹֻּּה 

 
 
1.4 III-He Verbs and “Apocopation” (Short Forms) 
 



5 
Dr. Marshall 

1.4.1 The III-He verb in the Qal Impf exhibits a normal “long” form:  ֶיבְִנה (‘he will build’, from 
 However, in the Juss and Wci forms, the form is “apocopated” (that is, the ending is cut off)  .(בָּנהָ
and so becomes a “short form”:  יבִֶ֫ן (‘let him build’) and ויַבִֶּ֫ן (‘and he built’). 
 
1.4.2 In the Qal Jussive and Qal wci, there are four possible vowel patterns for the apocopated 
forms, depending on which prefix vowel is used, and depending on whether there is a helping 
vowel under R1 or not.  In the Hiphil Jussive and Hiphil wci, there are two possible vowel patterns.  
See the following chart, which uses the verb ָבָּנה as a model; however, keep in mind that no single 
III-He verb employs all four patterns; you must look at your lexicon to determine which III-He 
verbs use which vowel patterns.  Note:  in all forms, the final ֶה◌   is dropped, so that you only see 
R1 and R2 with the prefix consonant. 
 

1.4.2.1 QAL FORMS (using Qal juss 3ms as a sample): 
 

 Helping Vowel (segol) No Helping Vowel (ss) 
Prefix hireq יבְִן יבִֶ֫ן 

Prefix sere יבְֵן יבֵֶ֫ן 

 
 
1.4.2.2 HIPHIL FORMS (using Hiph juss 3ms as a sample): 
 
Helping Vowel (segol) No Helping Vowel (ss) 

 יבְַן יבֶֶ֫ן

 
Note: the form יבֶֶ֫ן actually comes from יבְַן, according to the following development:  
 יבְַן  --> (insert helping vowel  ֶ◌ for ss) יבֶַ֫ן   --> (vowel harmony) יבֶֶ֫ן  

 
This is similar to the development of the lexical form “king”  ְמֶ֫לֶך from the originally 
monosyllabic  ְמַלְך*:   
 מַלְךְ   --> (insert helping vowel  ֶ◌ for ss)  ְמַ֫לֶך   --> (vowel harmony)  ְֶמלֶ֫ך  

 
1.4.3 COMMENTS:  

1. Since the shortened forms only occur in prefixed conjugations, you won’t see it in the Pft. 
2. Apocopation only occurs in the uninflected forms ending with ֶה◌, so all prefix forms that 
also take an inflectional suffix (2fs, 3mp, 3fp, 2mp, 2fp) cannot apocopate:   ִַּויַבְִּנוּ  /בְניִ ות

 ותִַּבְניֶ֫נהָ / . 
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3.  By the same token, all prefix forms that end with ֶה◌ and don’t take an inflectional suffix 
(3ms, 3fs, 2ms, 1cs, 1cp) can be shortened!:  ונַבִֶּ֫ן (1cp); ואֶָ֫בֶן (1cs); ותַבִֶּ֫ן (3fs/2ms); ויַבִֶּ֫ן 
(3ms). 
 


