Mounce 29 Handout: Adjectival Participles (PTCs)
Dr. Phillip Marshall

REVIEW: What are PTCs?
1. Participles are verbal adjectives! They have verbal characteristics (can be marked in Greek
for tense-stem [aspect] and voice; can take objects and modifiers) and adjectival
characteristics (can be inflected for case, gender, and number; can function as other
adjectives do—attributively, predicately, and substantivally).
2. Since Participles are verbal adjectives, they are describing or modifying something
(explicitly or implicitly). NOTE: To simplify matters: If the ptc is Active, then whatever it
describes is the doer/agent of the ptc-verbal action (typically translate with —ing). If the ptc
is Passive, then whatever it describes is the receiver/patient of the ptc-verbal action (typically
translate with —ed, -d, -en).

a. the biting man: active ptc, the man does the biting

b. the bitten man: passive ptc, the man is the patient, someone else does the biting

activity

3. Adjectival PTCs can function just like other Adjectives. What are the 3 functions of
adjectives?
a. Attributive (notice the first and second attributive positions)
0 kahog avBpwrog...
0 avBpwrog 6 Kahog...
b. Predicative (notice the predicate position)
0 avBpwtrog koAdg.

KoAog 6 avBpwTrog.

e v b ’
0 avBpwtog €0ty KAAdG.

Dr. Marshall



\ b e
KoAog €0ty 0 AvBpwrog.

c. Substantival (notice the lack of a noun to modify and agree with C,G.#)

0 KaAOg ayamd Tov avBpwov.

0 avBpwrog O TToVNPOG EKPAAAEL TOV KAASV.

4. Although Mounce doesn’t mention it, Adjectival PTCs can function in all 3 ways that
normal adjectives do.
a. Attributive (notice the first and second attributive positions)
0 avBpwrog 0 Aéywv 1§ OYAG €oTiv 0 S1ddokaldg pou.
0 Mywv 16§ OYAG avBpwrog eotiv 6 S18d0kaNSg pou.
b. Predicative (notice the predicate position)
0 avBpwrog €0Tiv Aéywv T OYAD.
6 &vBpwtoc Nv Aéywv 1§ dYAG.
c. Substantival (notice the lack of a noun to modify and agree with C,G.#)

0 Mywv 16§ OYAG €0Tiv 0 518640KAASGG pou.

0 avBpwrog O TovNpog EKPARAeL TOV Aéyovta T¢) OXAG.
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5. How to tell the difference between adjectival and adverbial PTCs?
a. Adverbial PTCs are NEVER articular.
b. Adjectival PTCs are FREQUENTLY articular.
So:
c. If a PTC is articular, it must be Adjectival.

d. If a PTC is anarthrous, it could be either, but is probably Adverbial.

6. Practice: Determine whether the following participles are adjectival or adverbial:

, ~ 9 ’ 5 ~ , N ’
AMéywv 1§ avBpidte 'Inoolc AapPdavet 10 tardiov.

0 Mywv 16 avBpodme AapPdaver 10 tardiov.

"Inootg AapPavet Tov dméoTtolov oV Aéyovia 16 avBpdT®.

motevovia ‘Inoots AapPdavet Tov avBpwov 1oV Aéyovia 1§ ATTooToA®.
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