Near Demonstratives

The near demonstratives (“this, these”) have regular case endings and mainly follow the
forms of the definite article, with a few minor exceptions. In the chart below, all forms of
the article are in blue. In the columns of the Near Demonstratives (this, these), the endings
are in blue insofar as the ending reflects exactly the form of the article. Where the ending
diverges from the form of the article, the letter is highlighted in red. Did you notice this
only happens in 4 places--all in the nominative? This is why it’s critically important that
you MEMORIZE THE ARTICLE; if you do, then you already will know how to parse any
of the near demonstrative pronouns/adjectives.

As well, within the columns of the Near Demonstrative, where the beginning of the form
differs from the rest of the column, I have made the letter BIG to draw your attention to it.
For ex., in the fem. demonstrative column, the first two vowels of each form are the
diphthong -au-, but in the gen. pl., it is —ou-. So, you might expect to see a form like
TaUTwV; instead, you get ToUtwv.

masc fem neut
Near De- | Article Near De- | Article Near De- | Article
monstrative monstrative monstrative
’(V (4 ~ 7’
nom sg: OUTOC 0 QUTI) 1 TOUTO TO
gen sg: TOUTOU TOU TAUTHC TMC TOUTOU ToU
dat sg: TOUT® TQ TAUTI) T TOUT® T
acc sg: TOUTOV 1OV TOUTHV v TOUTO 10
(3 ¢ Iy 3 ~ ’
nom pl: OUTO1 o1 auTal at AUt A
gen pl: TOUTWV IOV TOUTWV TOV TOUTWV TOV
dat pl: TOUTOIC TO1C TAUTAILC ietls TOUTOIC TO1G
acc pl: TOUTOUC TOUC TOUTOC TAC TQUTa Ta
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Comparison of the Near Demonstratives and the Third Person Pronouns

masc fem neut
Near De- | Third Near De- | Third Near De- | Third
monstrative | Person monstrative | Person monstrative | Person
Pronouns Pronouns Pronouns
nom sg; OUTOC aUTOC auTh QuUTH TOUTO auTo
gen sg: ToUTOU aUTOU TAUTNC QUTHC TOoUTOU AUTOU
’ b ~ 7’ 9 ~ ’ 9 ~
dat sg: TOUTG) auté) TOUTH auTi TOUTG) auT®
acc sg: TOUTOV AUTOV TAUTNV auThV TOUTO AUTO
nom pl: ouTOl auTol auTtal avutal TQAUTa auTA
gen pl: TOUTWV AUTOV | TOUTOV | aUTt®dV TOUTWV AUTGOV
dat pl: TOUTOIC aUTtoic | TavuTtaug | avtaic | ToUTolC QUTOIC
acc pl: TOUTOUC |  aUTOUC TAUTAC QUTAC TQUTO AUTA

Note: the only place where there is potential ambiguity between the Near Demonstrative
and the Third Person Pronoun is in the Nominative Fem Sing AND Plural forms. What'’s
the difference? The Third Person Pronoun AL WA YS has the smooth breathing, the Near
Demonstrative AL WAYS has the rough breathing,. [As well, the stressed syllable is

different.]

Note also that almost always the Near Demonstrative begins with a tau (t-), whereas the
Third Person Pronoun never, everbegins with a tau. It always begins with a smooth
breathing, and so by definition must always begin with a vowel (here, a diphthong]).
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