Cases (the Big Four)
Roughly based on Mounce Ch. 7

Intro to Genitive and Dative cases:
A. Genitive case: Marks possession; keyword: of.

Ex. “God’s word / the word of God” in Greek consists of a Aead noun followed by a
genitive nourn:

head noun + genitive noun
0 A\Gyog 10U B0l

Note: the head noun can by in any case, but the genitive noun, by definition, would be in
the genitive case.
“I know the word (acc.) of God (gen.)” = yivaoxw T0ov Adyov 1ol Beot.

B. Dative case: Marks indirect object; keyword: to, in, with.

Ex. “I threw Brad a ball” and “I threw a ball to Brad.” Brad = i.0. and thus would be in the
dative case in Greek.

Translating the dative:
1. Normally use to plus the meaning of the dative noun:

, ~ o
eatvetatl IQ Twone

He appeared to Joseph (dat.)
2. Sometimes, use with/in if context fits this meaning better:

Ol TITWYO1 TG TIVEUpATL
the poor in spirit (dat.) [not “the poor to spirit”]

OpY1LOpeEVOS TG AdeAP®D
angry with his brother (dat.) [not “angry to/in his brother”]

Forming the Genitive and Dative cases:
A. Genitive Case:
1. 2" declension (for borh masc. and neut.)

sing. ending: v
pl. ending: v
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2. 1% declension (for fem.)
sing. ending: ¢
pl. ending: v

Exx:
noun gen. sing. gen. pl.
Aoyog Aoyou Aoywv
Epyov €pyou Epywv
YPayn Ypagiic YPopiv
Opa wpag PRV

B. Dative Case:

1. Both 1% and 2™ declensions
sing. ending: 1

pl. ending: 15
2. Peculiarities of formation:

Dative sing. ending: [1] The final stem vowel lengthens (o to w; short o to
long a; n remains 1 because already long). [2] The ending 1 then subscripts under that long
vowel.

Dative pl. ending: the short stem vowel does NOT lengthen.

Exx:
noun dat. sing. dat. pl.
Aoyog Aoy Aoyotg
Epyov EPYQ Epyorg
YPogn YPAPi) Y PAPA
Opa DOpa Opaig
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