GREEK GRAMMAR I

Future Active and Middle-Deponent Indicative Tense
Dr. Marshall

I. Future Active Indicative
A. Basics:

Stem: The Greek future tense uses the Future Active Stem (sometimes the same as the
Present Stem, sometimes not—to be discussed in later chapters).

Tense formative: O is added immediately to the Future Active Stem.
Connecting/Thematic Vowel: o/e

Personal Endings: Primary Active Personal Endings

AU-0-0-pEV
T 7 7 1

Fut. Act. Tense Conn. Prim. Act.
Stem Form. Vowel Pers. Endings
Tense Resultant
Formative Connectin ) i Endings (tense
0g . Modified Endings g (
(Thematic) Real Endings form. + conn.
(Mounce)
Vowel vowel + pers.
endings)
1s o 0 Ht - ow
2s o € o1 e OELg
3s o € Tl 1 o€l
1p o 0 pev pev OOpEV
2p o € TE TE OETE
3p o o VTt Vol oouot(v)
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So, here are the forms in a paradigm (“I will loose, you will loose, he/she/it will loose, etc.”):

1s: Mow

2s: Noeig

3s: AUoet

1p: Moopev
2p: Moete

3p: Moouat(v)

NB. For translations, used the undefined aspect (“I will loose”) rather than continuous
aspect (“I will be loosing”).

B. Variations on a Theme!

1. Stems that end with “Stops” (from the Square of Stops): If you're adding o to a
stem ending with a stop-consonant, you're going to get the resultant consonant that you’re
accustomed to seeing in the 3" declension nouns for nom. sing. and dat. pl.

Brem+o+w > Phéyw (g > y) [ will see
Ypap+o+w D ypoyw  (pc > y) [ will write

ay + o+ 2> dEw (yc 2> E) Iwilllead

ok +o+® D hEw (k¢ > E) [ will pursue/persecute
“Barmd + 0 + @ > Pamticw (5¢ >
B¢ >

I will baptize

I will persuade

o)
mell+o0+w > meElow o)

2. Stems ending with Contract Vowels (-aw, -ew, -ow verbs): Before you add the

tense formative (o), you must lengthen the short contract vowel as follows:

ale 2 1
0 2w

So, note the following contract verb forms:
‘ayoma + o+ > dyamiow  (o/e > 1) [will love

MolE+0+w > TOIoW (a/e > n) 1 will do/make
MAnpo+ o+ > T\ppocw (0 > w) [ will fill
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II. Future Middle-Deponent Indicative

A. Basics:

Stem: The Greek future tense uses the Future Active Stem (sometimes the same as the
Present Stem, sometimes not—to be discussed in later chapters).

Tense formative: O is added immediately to the Future Active Stem.
Connecting/Thematic Vowel: o/e

Personal Endings: Primary Middle/Passive Personal Endings

Au-o-o-peba
T Ut 0 1

Fut. Act. Tense Conn. Prim. Middle/Passive
Stem Form. Vowel Pers. Endings
Tense Resultant
Formative Connecting Real Endings Endings (tense
(Thematic) (primary form. + conn.
Vowel middle/passive) vowel + pers.
endings)
1s o o) pat oOopatL
2s o £ oat on
3s o € TatL OETOL
1p o 0 peba oopeba
2p o € oBe oeoOte
3p o o) vIal oovIal
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So, here are the forms in a future middle/deponent paradigm:

1s: Mjoopat TTOpEUCOpAL

2s: Mo TTOpeVaT)

3s: AUoetal TTOPEUCETOL

1p: Auodpeba mropevoopeba
2p: MioeoDe Topevoecbe

3p: Mjoovtol TTOPEUCOVTOL

III. Future of “to be” eipi

1s: €éoopat I will be TTOPEUCOHOL
2s: €om you will be TTOpevaT)

3s: €oTal he/she/it will be Topevoeran
1p: €odpeba we will be Tropeuoopeba
2p: €oeobe you will be Tropevoeabe
3p: €ooviat they will be TTOPEUCOVTOL

NB. Although the present tense form of eipi is active (not deponent), the future tense form
of eipt is deponent!! This simply highlights that verbs can be deponent in one tense but not
in another.

IV. Principal Parts of Verbs

Note: In some Greek tools (grammars, glossaries), authors will provide the “principals parts”
of the verb. The six forms given are the 1s indicative forms in the following tenses (in this
order):

Present Active

Future Active

Aorist Active

Perfect Active

Perfect Passive

Aorist Passive
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For ex., here are the principal parts for two verbs, yivookw (to know) and dkovw (to hear,
listen):

YIWVOOK®, YVOOOPAL,  EYV®V, EYvwKa,  Eyvwopat, £yvoodnv

9 ’ 9 ’ / 9 / 9 ’
OKOU®, OKOUT W, flkovuoa, aknkoa, -, fkouadnv
Present Active  Future Active Aorist Active Perfect Active  Perfect Passive Aorist Passive

Some questions:

What is the present stem of AKOUW?
What is the future act. stem of AKOU®?
What is the present stem of Y1V030KOJ?

What is the future act. stem of YlV(f)OKQ)?
Are either of these verbs deponent in the Present Active?
Are either of these verbs deponent in the Future Active?

NoonkAE e

How would you parse chf)oopou?
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